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Butte CountyButte County’’s General Plan 2030 s General Plan 2030 
ProjectProject

When you hear the phrase, When you hear the phrase, Butte County Butte County 
General Plan 2030General Plan 2030, we want you to know , we want you to know 
that this means the complete 3 fold that this means the complete 3 fold 
project which is: project which is: 
A comprehensive update to the General A comprehensive update to the General 
Plan, Plan, 
A completely new Zoning Ordinance, and,A completely new Zoning Ordinance, and,
The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to 
support both projects. support both projects. 



Important Butte County GP Important Butte County GP 
2030 Milestones2030 Milestones

20072007--0101--27 City/County Summit Workbook27 City/County Summit Workbook
20072007--0202--13 Guiding Principles13 Guiding Principles
20072007--0303--15 GP 2030 Briefing Book15 GP 2030 Briefing Book
20072007--0505--21 Key Issues Summary 21 Key Issues Summary 
20072007--0808--02 Setting and Trends Report02 Setting and Trends Report
20072007--1111--27 Final Land Use, Policy &          27 Final Land Use, Policy &          

Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives
20082008--0404--14 Alternatives Evaluation Report14 Alternatives Evaluation Report
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Butte County’s Current General Plan – Elements (Chapters)



Butte County General Plan Butte County General Plan 
Elements (Chapters)Elements (Chapters)

Required Elements:Required Elements:
Land Use, 1979Land Use, 1979
Circulation, 1984Circulation, 1984
Housing, 2004Housing, 2004
Conservation, 1971Conservation, 1971
Open Space, 1976Open Space, 1976
Safety, 1977Safety, 1977
Noise, 1977Noise, 1977



Existing Optional Elements:Existing Optional Elements:

Scenic Highway Element, 1977Scenic Highway Element, 1977
Seismic Safety, 1977Seismic Safety, 1977
Recreation, 1971Recreation, 1971
Agriculture, 1995Agriculture, 1995



2.0%48%104,106Total County
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2.0%47%43,883Total County
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Percent 
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Total 
Increase 
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Butte County Association of Governments Growth Projections
Housing Units



Citizens Advisory Committee

Citizens Advisory 
Committee (CAC) on 
May 23, 2006 the Board 
of Supervisors passed 
Resolution 06-085 
approving the creation of 
a Citizens Advisory 
Committee for the 
General Plan Update
35 members from a 35 members from a 
variety of backgrounds variety of backgrounds 
and areasand areas



Butte County General Plan 2030 Butte County General Plan 2030 
Road ShowRoad Show

12 Community Level Meetings 12 Community Level Meetings ––
Cherokee, Cohasset, Concow/Yankee Cherokee, Cohasset, Concow/Yankee 
Hill/Jarbo Gap, Feather Hill/Jarbo Gap, Feather 
Falls/Forbestown/Clipper Mills, Forest Falls/Forbestown/Clipper Mills, Forest 
Ranch, Nord, Palermo/Honcut, Berry Ranch, Nord, Palermo/Honcut, Berry 
Creek/Brush Creek, Richvale, Stirling Creek/Brush Creek, Richvale, Stirling 
City, Bangor/Rackerby, Butte City, Bangor/Rackerby, Butte 
Meadows/JonesvilleMeadows/Jonesville



Butte County General Plan 2030 Butte County General Plan 2030 
Road ShowRoad Show

Community MeetingsCommunity Meetings
•• 7 7 ““AreaArea--WideWide”” Meetings (Central Buttes, Meetings (Central Buttes, 

Durham, Dayton & Nelson, Durham, Dayton & Nelson, 
Unincorporated Gridley/Biggs, Unincorporated Gridley/Biggs, 
Unincorporated Paradise, Unincorporated Paradise, 
Unincorporated Chico, Unincorporated Unincorporated Chico, Unincorporated 
Oroville, Lake Oroville AreaOroville, Lake Oroville Area

•• 1 1 ““Economic SummitEconomic Summit”” to focused on to focused on 
Butte CountyButte County’’s Economy (Held October s Economy (Held October 
15, 2007)15, 2007)



WHERE ARE WE TODAY?WHERE ARE WE TODAY?
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(Meeting Series #4 Public Workshop Held 

March 27, 2008, 5:00 pm Little Chico Creek 
Elementary School)

September,
2006

September,
2009



Process. . .Process. . .

8 8 ““Meeting SeriesMeeting Series”” each consisting of:each consisting of:

•• A Public WorkshopA Public Workshop
•• A Citizens Advisory Committee MeetingA Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting
•• A Planning Commission Study Session A Planning Commission Study Session 
•• A Board of Supervisor Study SessionA Board of Supervisor Study Session

(Used to provide input, guide process, review (Used to provide input, guide process, review 
work and ultimately adoption of work by Butte work and ultimately adoption of work by Butte 
County Board of Supervisors)County Board of Supervisors)



Important Butte County GP Important Butte County GP 
2030 Work Products so far2030 Work Products so far
20072007--0101--27 City/County Summit Workbook27 City/County Summit Workbook
20072007--0202--13 Guiding Principles 13 Guiding Principles 
20072007--0303--15 GP 2030 Briefing Book15 GP 2030 Briefing Book
20072007--0505--21 Key Issues Summary 21 Key Issues Summary 
20072007--0808--02 Setting and Trends Report 02 Setting and Trends Report 
20072007--1111--27 Final Land Use, Policy &          27 Final Land Use, Policy &          

Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives



13 Guiding Principle Topics13 Guiding Principle Topics
1.1. Cooperative PlanningCooperative Planning
2.  Circulation2.  Circulation
3.  Growth/Urban Development/Housing3.  Growth/Urban Development/Housing
4.  Airport Land Use Planning4.  Airport Land Use Planning
5.  Natural Resources and Environment5.  Natural Resources and Environment
6.  Public Health and Safety6.  Public Health and Safety
7.  Economic Development7.  Economic Development
8.  Agriculture8.  Agriculture
9.  Rural Development9.  Rural Development
10.Recreational Opportunities and           10.Recreational Opportunities and           

Protection of Cultural ResourcesProtection of Cultural Resources
11.Sustainability11.Sustainability
12.Public Services12.Public Services
13.Water Resources13.Water Resources



Important Butte County GP Important Butte County GP 
2030 Work Products2030 Work Products

20072007--0101--27 City/County Summit Workbook27 City/County Summit Workbook
20072007--0202--13 Guiding Principles 13 Guiding Principles 
20072007--0303--15 GP 2030 Briefing Book15 GP 2030 Briefing Book
20072007--0505--21 Key Issues Summary 21 Key Issues Summary 
20072007--0808--02 Setting and Trends Report02 Setting and Trends Report
20072007--1111--27 Final Land Use, Policy &          27 Final Land Use, Policy &          

Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives





Setting and Trends ReportSetting and Trends Report

As the name implies: Describes Butte As the name implies: Describes Butte 
CountyCounty’’s existing setting and growth s existing setting and growth 
trendstrends
19 Chapters,1000+ Pages19 Chapters,1000+ Pages
Available on the General Plan Available on the General Plan 
website, County Libraries, website, County Libraries, 
Development Services Department, a Development Services Department, a 
free CD is available upon request to free CD is available upon request to 
dbreedon@buttecounty.netdbreedon@buttecounty.net



Setting and Trends Report ChaptersSetting and Trends Report Chapters

Land Use Land Use 
Development Trends Development Trends 
Population Population 
Economics Economics 
Transportation & Transportation & 
Circulation Circulation 
Public Facilities & Public Facilities & 
Utilities Utilities 
Public Services Public Services 
Recreation Recreation 
Cultural Resources Cultural Resources 

Visual Resources Visual Resources 
Mineral Resources Mineral Resources 
Water Resources Water Resources 
Biological Resources Biological Resources 
Agricultural Resources Agricultural Resources 
Energy Energy 
Air Quality Air Quality 
Hazards and Safety Hazards and Safety 
NoiseNoise
Community Outreach Community Outreach 
and Meetingsand Meetings



Important Butte County GP Important Butte County GP 
2030 Work Products2030 Work Products

20072007--0101--27 City/County Summit Workbook27 City/County Summit Workbook
20072007--0202--13 Guiding Principles 13 Guiding Principles 
20072007--0303--15 GP 2030 Briefing Book15 GP 2030 Briefing Book
20072007--0505--21 Key Issues Summary 21 Key Issues Summary 
20072007--0808--02 Setting and Trends Report02 Setting and Trends Report
20072007--1111--27 Final Land Use, Policy &          27 Final Land Use, Policy &          

Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives
20082008--0404--14 Alternatives Evaluation Report14 Alternatives Evaluation Report



Alternative 1: Existing General Plan or Alternative 1: Existing General Plan or 
CharacterCharacter
This Alternative provides for minimal change in This Alternative provides for minimal change in 
land use and intensity. This Alternative retains the land use and intensity. This Alternative retains the 
existing General Planexisting General Plan’’s land use designations. s land use designations. 

Alternative 2: Concentrated GrowthAlternative 2: Concentrated Growth
In this Alternative, development is directed In this Alternative, development is directed 
toward the existing urban areas. toward the existing urban areas. 

Alternative 3: Rural ExtensionAlternative 3: Rural Extension
In this Alternative, development is distributed In this Alternative, development is distributed 
more widely throughout the county with less more widely throughout the county with less 
emphasis on the existing urban areas.  emphasis on the existing urban areas.  



Land Use, Policy & Transportation Land Use, Policy & Transportation 
AlternativesAlternatives

Reviewed by the public, Citizens Advisory Reviewed by the public, Citizens Advisory 
Committee, Planning Commission over a Committee, Planning Commission over a 
half year periodhalf year period
Approved by the Board of Supervisors on Approved by the Board of Supervisors on 
November 27, 2007November 27, 2007
Include 34 Study Areas each with 3 Include 34 Study Areas each with 3 
alternative land use scenariosalternative land use scenarios
Includes Policy Alternatives Document that Includes Policy Alternatives Document that 
provides 14 topic areas and 27 policy provides 14 topic areas and 27 policy 
questions for use in the GP processquestions for use in the GP process



Exhibit showing Land Use 
Alternative 2 and the 34 
Study Areas



Land Use, Policy & Transportation Land Use, Policy & Transportation 
AlternativesAlternatives

Alternatives Evaluation Report Alternatives Evaluation Report 
released on March 14, 2008released on March 14, 2008
The Alternatives Evaluation Report The Alternatives Evaluation Report 
will form the basis for decision will form the basis for decision 
making throughout the next General making throughout the next General 
Plan Task: Selection of a Preferred Plan Task: Selection of a Preferred 
Alternative (Meeting Series #4)Alternative (Meeting Series #4)



Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives

Includes Roadway and Bike Facility Includes Roadway and Bike Facility 
AlternativesAlternatives
Trans. AltTrans. Alt’’s approved by Board on s approved by Board on 
November 27, 2008November 27, 2008
Will be reviewed in conjunction with Will be reviewed in conjunction with 
Meeting Series #5 Meeting Series #5 ––Goals and Policy Goals and Policy 
DevelopmentDevelopment
Alternatives Evaluation Report Alternatives Evaluation Report 
includes chapter on Trans. Alts.includes chapter on Trans. Alts.



Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives

Alternative 1: Existing General Alternative 1: Existing General 
Plan or CharacterPlan or Character
This alternative maintains the This alternative maintains the 
existing roadway and bicycle existing roadway and bicycle 
conditions throughout the county.  conditions throughout the county.  
There would be no major roadway or There would be no major roadway or 
bicycle improvements under this bicycle improvements under this 
alternative.alternative.



Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives

Alternative 2: Concentrated Alternative 2: Concentrated 
GrowthGrowth
Many roadways in the foothill and Many roadways in the foothill and 
mountain areas would be improved mountain areas would be improved 
specifically to improve emergency specifically to improve emergency 
access.  These roads would not be access.  These roads would not be 
improved for general use, which improved for general use, which 
could promote development in some could promote development in some 
outlying areas. outlying areas. 



Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives

Alternative 3: Rural ExtensionAlternative 3: Rural Extension
Foothill and mountain area roadways Foothill and mountain area roadways 
would be improved for full access would be improved for full access 
serving both emergency and general serving both emergency and general 
uses. uses. 



ROADWAY ALTERNATIVES:ROADWAY ALTERNATIVES:
FOOTHILL/MOUNTAIN ROADSFOOTHILL/MOUNTAIN ROADS

Cohasset Road

Forbestown Area:

Lumpkin Road, Ponderosa 
Road, Forbestown Road

Magalia Area:
Garland Road, Doe Mill Road, Coutolenc 
Road, Jordan Hill Road

Concow Road

Bald Rock  Road

Skyway

Cherokee 
Road

Nimshew Road, Centerville 
Road, Honey Run Road,



Important Butte County GP Important Butte County GP 
2030 Work Products so far2030 Work Products so far
20072007--0101--27 City/County Summit Workbook27 City/County Summit Workbook
20072007--0202--13 Guiding Principles 13 Guiding Principles 
20072007--0303--15 GP 2030 Briefing Book15 GP 2030 Briefing Book
20072007--0505--21 Key Issues Summary 21 Key Issues Summary 
20072007--0808--02 Setting and Trends Report 02 Setting and Trends Report 
20072007--1111--27 Final Land Use, Policy &          27 Final Land Use, Policy &          

Transportation AlternativesTransportation Alternatives
20082008--0404--14 Alternatives Evaluation Report14 Alternatives Evaluation Report



Alternatives Evaluation ReportAlternatives Evaluation Report
This extensive evaluation examines the Alternatives with This extensive evaluation examines the Alternatives with 
respect to: respect to: 
Transportation and Circulation, Transportation and Circulation, 
Fiscal Impacts, Fiscal Impacts, 
Agricultural Impacts, Agricultural Impacts, 
Water Supply, Water Supply, 
Wastewater Infrastructure, Wastewater Infrastructure, 
Biological Resources (including the Butte Regional Biological Resources (including the Butte Regional 
Conservation Plan Conservation Plan –– HCP/NCCP and Deer Range HCP/NCCP and Deer Range 
Maps)Maps)
Cultural ResourcesCultural Resources
Public Services (including Schools)Public Services (including Schools)
Safety/HazardsSafety/Hazards



Upcoming Events Upcoming Events ––Meeting Series #4Meeting Series #4

Citizens Advisory Committee MeetingsCitizens Advisory Committee Meetings
•• April 10 April 10 ––Paradise/Magalia/Butte Paradise/Magalia/Butte 

Valley/Valley/ConcowConcow
•• April 17 April 17 ––South CountySouth County
•• April 24 April 24 ––North CountyNorth County

Planning Commission Study SessionPlanning Commission Study Session
•• May 9, 2008May 9, 2008

Board Study SessionBoard Study Session
•• July 29, 2008July 29, 2008



Other EventsOther Events

April 14, 2008April 14, 2008 Meeting to focus on Meeting to focus on 
water policy and optional General water policy and optional General 
Plan elements Plan elements --10:00 10:00 –– Noon at Noon at 
Chico City Hall, Conference Room 1Chico City Hall, Conference Room 1
June 5, 2008June 5, 2008 Citizens Advisory Citizens Advisory 
Committee meeting to focus on Committee meeting to focus on 
General Plan organizationGeneral Plan organization





Dan Breedon, Principal PlannerDan Breedon, Principal Planner
Butte County Department of Development Butte County Department of Development 
Services (DDS)Services (DDS)

dbreedon@buttecounty.netdbreedon@buttecounty.net 530530--538538--76297629
www.buttegeneralplan.netwww.buttegeneralplan.net


