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sub-stations in Chico and Magalia.  The BCSO is responsible for administering 
the County Jail, which is utilized by all law enforcement agencies within Butte 
County. 
  
2. California Highway Patrol 
The CHP provides law enforcement services, primarily traffic control, for 
State roads and roads in the unincorporated portions of the county.  These 
services include traffic control, accident investigation and licensing of vehicles.  
The CHP has a mutual aid agreement with the Sheriff’s Department and will 
respond when requested by the Sheriff. 
 
3.  Municipal Police Departments 
The BCSO maintains mutual aid agreements with the Oroville, Chico, 
Gridley, Biggs and Paradise municipal police departments.  Municipal police 
departments are responsible for protecting the citizens and property within 

The Butte County Sheriff’s Office is responsible for law enforcement in the unincorporated county.  Photo 
courtesy of Steve Perez, Butte County Sheriff’s Office.   
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their jurisdictions.  Under the terms of the mutual aid agreements, the BCSO 
can assume that role in these jurisdictions upon request or in the event of the 
inability of municipal police departments to provide police enforcement.1   
 
 

B. Goals, Policies and Actions 

Goal PUB-3 Maintain a safe environment in Butte County through the 
enforcement of law. 

Policies 

PUB-P3.1 The County supports the expansion of volunteer services for 
law enforcement.   

PUB-P3.2 The BCSO shall support citizen efforts to strengthen and 
expand neighborhood watch programs, including in 
commercial areas.  

 
 
IV. PUBLIC EDUCATION 

A. Background Information 

The County Office of Education (BCOE), Butte Community College, 
California State University, Chico and local school districts provide public 
education in Butte County.  The local districts provide elementary and 
secondary education to the municipalities and unincorporated areas of the 
county, while the County Office of Education offers special education 
programs and other related services to the individual districts within the 

                                                
1 Kuhn, John.  Lieutenant, Butte County Sheriff’s Office. Personal Communication with Jessica 

Daniels, DC&E, August 6, 2009. 
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county.  Butte Community College is a two-year junior college and California 
State University, Chico, is a four-year college. 
 
1. Butte County Office of Education 
The BCOE provides local and regional educational programs, services and 
support to the individual school districts within the county and outside the 
county.  The BCOE provides help to establish and maintain a consistent level 
of educational quality among the various school districts and serves as a link 
between the local districts and the requirements of State and federal education 
programs.   
 
The BCOE provides three areas of service to the school districts: administrative 
and organizational support, curriculum and staff support, and student services.  
In addition, BCOE operates the juvenile court schools and a series of special 
service programs, including migrant education, the regional occupational 
program, drug and alcohol education, special education and many other 
services. 

 

Butte College is a two-year community college in the center of Butte County.  Photo by DC&E.   
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2. Butte College 
Butte College is a two-year community college that serves the residents of 
Butte and Glenn Counties.  Founded in 1967, the college offers a range of 
liberal arts and career/technical classes through full-time, part-time and evening 
programs.  The main campus, located approximately 15 miles northwest of 
Oroville, is accessible to the communities of Oroville, Chico, Durham, 
Gridley, Paradise and Magalia, and is approximately 925 acres in size.  The 
college also operates two satellite centers, one in Chico and the second in 
Orland in Glenn County.   
 
3. California State University, Chico 
California State University, Chico (Chico State), was established in 1887.  
Located in Chico, the campus serves Butte County and the region.  Chico State 
has seven colleges, six schools and 14 centers.  The campus itself is 119 acres in 
size.  Chico State is one of the California State University system’s most 
popular campuses, and is the second oldest campus in the system.   
 
4. School Districts within Butte County 
The following school districts serve Butte County and are shown on Figure 
PUB-1.   
¨ Biggs Unified School District 
¨ Chico Unified School District 
¨ Durham Unified School District 
¨ Paradise Unified School District 
¨ Gridley Union High School District 
¨ Gridley Union Elementary School District 
¨ Manzanita Elementary School District   
¨ Oroville Union High School District 
¨ Bangor Union Elementary School District 
¨ Feather Falls Union School District 
¨ Golden Feather Union School District 
¨ Oroville City Elementary School District 
¨ Palermo Union Elementary School District 
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¨ Pioneer Union Elementary School District 
¨ Thermalito Union School District  

  
In addition to these listed school districts, a portion of the Marysville Joint 
Unified School District extends into Butte County, although it primarily 
serves Yuba County.  As shown in Figure PUB-1, four of the districts (Biggs, 
Chico, Durham and Paradise) are unified school districts, serving students from 
kindergarten through high school.  Seven districts (Bangor, Feather Falls, 
Golden Feather, Oroville City, Palermo, Pioneer and Thermalito) provide 
elementary education throughout the county, feeding students into Oroville 
Union High School District for secondary education.  Two additional districts 
(Gridley Union Elementary and Manzanita Elementary) provide elementary 
education and feed students into the Gridley Union High School District for 
secondary education.   
 
 

B. Goals, Policies and Actions 

Goal PUB-4 Support high-quality schools and educational facilities for 
all Butte County residents. 

Policies 

PUB-P4.1 Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with 
school districts to determine and plan for capacity issues over 
time.   

PUB-P4.2 Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with 
school districts regarding the location and design of new 
schools.   

PUB-P4.3 Plans for future growth areas shall incorporate new school 
sites as appropriate.   
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PUB-P4.4 Infrastructure development projects shall be coordinated to 
minimize the cost to the public of building needed schools.   

PUB-P4.5 Information on projected population growth and development 
patterns shall be provided to school districts to facilitate 
adequate school facilities.   

PUB-P4.6 School districts shall have the opportunity to review proposed 
residential developments and make recommendations about 
the need for additional facilities based on school-child 
projections, existing school capacity, access and traffic issues.  

PUB-P4.7 New development projects shall be approved only if the 
County and the applicable School District finds that existing 
or planned schools will be adequate to serve it.   

PUB-P4.8 Private school developers shall locate schools such that safe 
routes to school are possible, and shall construct those safe 
routes when constructing new roadways and sidewalks.  

Actions 

PUB-A4.1 Pursue funding for improvements to safe routes to schools, 
and prioritize improvements where there are existing school 
access problems.   

 
 
V. LIBRARIES   

A. Background Information 

The Butte County Library is the sole provider of public library services in the 
county.  As such, the Butte County Library provides library services to all 
county residents through a consolidated operation from its headquarters in 
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Oroville and branches in Biggs, Chico, Durham, Gridley and Paradise.  In its 
various branches, the Library houses a collection of over 330,000 items, 
including books, videos, DVDs, music CDs and books on tape and CD, most 
of which are available for checkout by library cardholders.  Butte County 
Library branches also provide children’s story time programs, book discussion 
groups for adults, film screenings and other entertaining and educational 
programs conducted by both paid staff and volunteers.2   
  
 

B. Goals, Policies and Actions 

Goal PUB-5 Provide library services to meet the informational and 
social needs of each community. 

Policies 

PUB-P5.1 Funding of library operations should be maintained or 
expanded as the budget allows.   

Actions 

PUB-A5.1 Identify opportunities to partner with the municipalities, 
other agencies and library support organizations in providing 
library facilities and services.   

PUB-A5.2 Pursue joint-use agreements with schools, universities, 
colleges, social service agencies, cultural institutions and other 
organizations in communities to provide services where 
County library facilities are infeasible.   

 
 
                                                

2 Holmes, Deborah.  Senior Administrative Assistant. Butte County Library.  Personal 
Communication with Jessica Daniels, DC&E, August 6, 2009. 
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VI. PARKS AND RECREATION 

A. Background Information 

A wide range of recreational facilities and recreational programs are found in 
Butte County, offering numerous recreational opportunities to local residents 
and visitors.  Federal, State and local recreation lands are displayed in Figure 
PUB-2. 

 
The five municipalities and five large special independent districts maintain 
many of the parks and recreational facilities in Butte County.  Butte County 
does not provide a park and recreation program.  The five recreation and park 
districts, which encompass most of the County’s land area, operate as 
“independent” districts, meaning that each district is governed by a board of 

Midway Park, operated by the Durham Unified School District and the Durham Recreation and 
Park District.  Photo courtesy of the Butte County Department of Development Services. 
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directors elected by the voters in that district.  The districts in Butte County 
are also non-enterprise districts, meaning that they depend mainly on property 
taxes for operating revenue, rather than user fees.  Butte County’s five 
recreation and park districts are shown in Figure PUB-3 and include the 
following:   
¨ Chico Area Recreation and Park District (CARD) 
¨ Durham Recreation and Park District (DRPD) 
¨ Feather River Recreation and Park District (FRRPD) 
¨ Paradise Recreation and Park District (PRPD) 
¨ Richvale Recreation and Park District (RRPD) 

 
As shown in Figure PUB-3, no special recreation and park district serves the 
Gridley and Biggs area.  The Cities of Gridley and Biggs provide recreation 
facilities and programs and two small County Service Areas fund swimming 
pools that serve these communities.  The pools are owned by Butte County 
and managed by Biggs Unified School District in Biggs and the Fairgrounds in 
Gridley.   
 
The recreation and park districts manage a number of parks in unincorporated 
Butte County.  There are 618 acres of parkland in unincorporated Butte 
County, serving a population of about 83,900 people.  Countywide, this 
amount of parkland seems adequate to serve the needs of the residents of 
unincorporated Butte County, as it provides a service ratio of over 7 acres of 
parkland for every 1,000 residents.  However, a major portion of this land is 
open space and not accessible.  Many unincorporated communities and 
residential areas in Butte County do not contain parks and are not located near 
park facilities.  Table PUB-1 shows the acreages of developed and undeveloped 
parks within all of Butte County.  
 
In addition to the municipal and special district facilities, there are a number of 
federal and State parks, campgrounds, recreation areas, reserves and trails that 
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TABLE PUB-1 PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES WITHIN BUTTE COUNTY

Facility 
Acres 

Undeveloped 
Acres 

Developed 
Total  
Acres 

Durham Recreation and Park District 

Durham Community Park  24.0 24.0 

Ravekes Park  0.5 0.5 

Louis Edwards Park  3.9 3.9 

Nelson Park  2.0 2.0 

Midway Park  3.9 3.9 

Dwight Brinson Swim Center    

Durham Memorial Hall    

Subtotal  34.3 34.3 

Paradise Recreation and Park District 

Terry Ashe Recreation Center  3.5 3.5 

Aquatic Park  6.0 6.0 

Moore Road Park  19.0 19.0       

Bille Park 40.0 15.0 55.0 

Coutolenc Park 300.0 20.0 320.0 

Paradise Memorial Park  2.0 2.0 

Crain Park  8.0 8.0 

Oak Creek Park 17.0  17.0 

Drendle Circle 0.5  0.5 

Paradise High School  2.0 2.0 

Mountain Ridge Middle School Gymnasium    

Maintenance Shop  0.75 0.75 

Subtotal 357.5 76.25 433.75 

Chico Area Recreation and Park District 

Dorothy Johnson Center/Park  3.0 3.0 

Oakway Park  8.0 8.0 

Peterson Park  4.1 4.1       

Rotary Park  0.3 0.3 
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Facility 
Acres 

Undeveloped 
Acres 

Developed 
Total  
Acres 

Hooker Oak Park  35.0 35.0 

Community Park  40.0 40.0 

DeGarmo Park 16.0 20.0 36.0 

Little Chico Creek   15.6 15.6 

CARD Community Center   3.0        3.0 

Pleasant Valley Center/Pool  1.1 1.1 

Shapiro Pool  0.44 0.44 

Sycamore Field  3.5 3.5 

Subtotal 16.0 130.89 146.89 

Feather River Recreation and Park District 

Mitchell Park  15.3 15.2 

River Bend Park 27.43 56 83.43 

Martin Luther King Park  5.58 5.58       

Nelson Ballfield Complex   29.6 29.6 

Forbestown Park/Community Center  3.67 3.67 

Palermo Park  5.0 5.0 

Playtown USA, Playground    

Municipal Auditorium  1.16 1.16 

Bedrock Park/Amphitheatre  3.75 3.75 

Bedrock Tennis Courts  1.5 1.5 

Bedrock Skate and Bike Park  0.75 0.75 

Gary Nolan Sports Complex  14.2 14.2 

Wildlife Ponds 100  100 

Subtotal 127.43 136.51 263.94 

Total 500.93 377.95 878.88 
Note: This table includes parks within incorporated and unincorporated Butte County that are owned and/or 
maintained by special districts.  This table includes facilities that are within incorporated areas because they serve their 
entire community, which includes unincorporated areas. 
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offer important recreation opportunities within the county, including Plumas  
National Forest, Lassen National Forest and the Lake Oroville Recreation 
Area.  These opportunities serve both local residents and visitors to Butte 
County. 
 
Although Butte County does not have any formal or organized system of 
trails, federal and State agencies and park and recreation districts maintain a 
number of developed recreational trails in Butte County, including the 
following: 

¨ Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail.  Approximately 6 miles of the 
federally designated Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail is located in Lassen 
National Forest on the eastern Butte-Plumas County border.  The Pacific 
Crest National Scenic Trail provides continuous recreational access from 
Canada to Mexico and is a very popular route. 

¨ The Feather Falls National Recreation Trail.  This 3.5-mile trail is 
located within Plumas National Forest, and provides hiking access to the 
Feather Falls National Scenic Area and to the Feather Falls, noted as the 
sixth highest waterfall in the continental United States and third highest 
waterfall in California.  The Feather Falls trail and scenic area is a very 
popular spring and summer attraction.  

¨ Loafer Creek and Freeman Trail.  A 17.5-mile loop trail at Loafer Creek 
and portions of the Freeman trail are accessible for equestrian and bicycle 
riding at Lake Oroville State Recreation Area.    

¨ Chico Recreation and Park District.  This District manages a system of 
trails that serves the Chico area. 
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B. Goals, Policies and Actions 

Goal PUB-6 Support a comprehensive and high-quality system of 
recreational open space and facilities. 

Policies 

PUB-P6.1 Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with 
public agencies in order to designate sites for new parks and 
recreation facilities.   

PUB-P6.2 National recreation events, such as marathons, bicycle races, 
bird-watching events, rodeos or fishing tournaments, shall be 
encouraged in Butte County, provided that the event pays for 
all necessary public services.   

PUB-P6.3 New residential development shall be assessed for Quimby 
Act fees to support park development in coordination with 
parks and recreation districts.   

PUB-P6.4 Allowed densities shall be increased when parks are 
incorporated into development projects.  Parks must meet 
standards set in district master plans.  

PUB-P6.5 Where appropriate, new residential developments should 
include permanently-protected and maintained open space 
using mechanisms such as, but not limited to, conservation 
easements and development agreements.   

PUB-P6.6 Utilize Community Facilities Districts, Mello-Roos and/or 
landscaping and lighting districts to provide funding for on-
going maintenance and operation of parks and recreation 
facilities in medium density (six dwelling units per acre)  and 
higher density residential developments when warranted. 
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Actions 

PUB-A6.1 Coordinate with park and recreation districts to allow the 
development of park and recreation facilities on publicly-
owned land.   

Goal PUB-7 Encourage local, regional and State parks providers to 
engage in coordinated and cooperative planning efforts. 

Policies 

PUB-P7.1 The County shall coordinate with the municipalities, park and 
recreation districts, and school districts to plan and develop 
additional regional and community parks, support and 
coordinate park master plans, coordinate financing for 
recreation and park facilities, and plan for the distribution of 
federal and State funds for recreation and park programs and 
facilities.   

PUB-P7.2 Implementation and development of recreation and park 
facilities within park and recreation district boundaries shall 
be consistent with the applicable district’s master plans. 

Actions 

PUB-A7.1 Assist special districts with strategies for funding, planning 
and support for recreation and park facility development.  
Establish a plan for the distribution of federal and State funds 
for recreation and park programs and facilities.   
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Goal PUB-8 Coordinate an interconnected multi-use trail system. 

Policies 

PUB-P8.1 The County shall coordinate with the municipalities and park 
and recreation districts to connect trails between incorporated 
and unincorporated regions of Butte County.   

PUB-P8.2 The County shall coordinate with local jurisdictions, Lassen 
and Plumas National Forests, the Department of Water 
Resources and the Department of Fish and Game to designate 
additional shared use trails along unpaved County roads, 
access roads and fire roads.   

PUB-P8.3 The development of abandoned railroad rights-of-way, levee 
tops, utility easements and waterways for new multi-use trails 
shall be pursued where appropriate.   

PUB-P8.4 The County supports development of additional equestrian 
trails, including safe routes along roads.   

PUB-P8.5 The County supports development of additional off-road 
vehicle trails.   

PUB-P8.6 The County supports acquisition of appropriate and adequate 
funding for the creation and on-going maintenance of trails.   

PUB-P8.7 New development projects should incorporate multi-use trails 
and connections to existing trail networks.   

Actions 

PUB-A8.1 Coordinate with State and recreation districts to seek funding 
to publish Butte County trail maps for the public.   
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PUB-A8.2 Cooperate with appropriate agencies to conduct a countywide 
trails planning study to identify new needed routes and 
connections to the existing trails network, as well as to address 
funding and management of trail facilities.   

 
 
VII. SOLID WASTE AND WASTE DIVERSION 

A. Background Information 

Existing solid waste 
management facilities in Butte 
County consist of two transfer 
stations, a large transfer 
station/materials recovery 
facility, the Neal Road 
Recycling and Waste Facility 
(Neal Road Facility) (and 
adjacent septage waste disposal 
area), one private wood waste 
recycler and two municipal 
wood waste recyclers.   
 
The Neal Road Recycling and Waste Facility is located 7 miles southeast of 
Chico, on 190 acres owned by Butte County.  The County Public Works 
Department assumed daily operational responsibility of the Neal Road Facility 
in 2003.  The Neal Road Facility is permitted to accept municipal solid waste, 
inert industrial waste, demolition materials, special wastes containing non-
friable asbestos and septage.  Current projections suggest that the Neal Road 
Facility has capacity to last through 2034, based upon current waste volumes, 
and the County is undertaking efforts to investigate the possible expansion of 
the facility to serve future capacity needs.  Hazardous wastes, including friable 

Neal Road Recycling and Waste Facility.  Photo courtesy of the 
Butte County Department of Development Services. 
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asbestos, are not accepted at the Neal Road Facility or any other Butte County 
disposal facility, and must be transported to a Class I landfill permitted to 
receive untreated hazardous waste.   
 
The Solid Waste Management Facility Overlay, which is described in the Land 
Use Element, is applied to the Neal Road Facility and its surrounding area.  
This Overlay permits uses that are accessory and/or related to solid waste 
and/or septage disposal, as well as uses that are compatible with landfill 
operations.   
 
Waste diversion programs, such as recycling, reuse and composting, are 
designed to reduce the environmental impacts and improve the economic 
efficiency of waste management operations.  Recycling, an essential practice for 
diverting solid waste from landfills, is a fundamental part of the Butte County 
integrated waste management plan.  Existing recycling activities and programs 
are overseen and operated by the County at the Neal Road Facility and by the 
private sector at other locations.  There is one permitted regional composting 
facility in Butte County, as well as a number of smaller, privately operated 
facilities.  In addition, the Pacific Oroville Power, Inc. (POPI) plant, located in 
Oroville, is a biomass conversion facility that burns wood waste through the 
direct combustion process to generate electricity.  The electricity is sold to 
PG&E.  It is the only cogeneration plant in the county.  A landfill gas-to-
energy project could be in operation at the Neal Road Recycling and Waste 
Facility in 2011. 
 
 

B. Goals, Policies and Actions 

Goal PUB-9 Provide safe, sanitary and environmentally acceptable solid 
waste management. 
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Policies 

PUB-P9.1 Butte County residents, businesses and industries shall be 
encouraged to reduce the use of non-biodegradable and non-
recyclable materials, including reduced use of packaging and 
use of reusable, rather then disposable, products.   

PUB-P9.2 Technologies that benefit Butte County and that allow the use 
of solid waste as an alternative energy source, including 
biomass or biofuels, shall be promoted.   

PUB-P9.3 Innovative strategies shall be employed to ensure efficient and 
cost-effective solid waste and other discarded materials 
collection, disposal, transfer and processing.   

PUB-P9.4 Waste materials shall be considered as potential revenue 
sources for the County, and the County shall seek to 
maximize the revenue potential associated with the waste 
stream as new products, economies, needs and technologies 
emerge.   

PUB-P9.5 The Neal Road Recycling and Waste Facility should prioritize 
disposal and processing capacity for waste materials generated 
within Butte County, but accept waste materials from outside 
the county when capacity is available and the rates cover the 
full cost of disposal and processing.   

 Actions 

PUB-A9.1 Continue to review and update the Recycling and Waste 
Facility Plan as needed, to ensure that there is adequate space 
to meet projected growth.   
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PUB-A9.2 Continue to distribute public education materials on solid 
waste source reduction, recycling and composting, and the 
proper handling of household hazardous waste.   

Goal PUB-10 Increase opportunities for safe recycling of electronic waste 
(e-waste) and hazardous waste by residents and businesses in 
Butte County. 

Policies 

PUB-P10.1 The County supports the continued operation of household 
and business hazardous material waste drop-off facilities. 

PUB-P10.2 The County supports the continued operation of the existing 
public education program on the importance of disposing of 
household and business wastes at appropriate collection sites.   

Goal PUB-11 Increase recycling among Butte County residents, 
businesses and public agencies. 

Policies 

PUB-P11.1 The County shall meet or exceed State waste diversion 
requirements.   

PUB-P11.2 Construction sites shall provide for the salvage, reuse, or 
recycling of construction and demolition materials.   

PUB-P11.3 Public buildings shall be designed or improved with on-site 
storage facilities for recycled materials.   

PUB-P11.4 The County shall use post-consumer recycled paper and other 
recycled materials for County operations whenever possible.   

PUB-P11.5 The County supports private and public composting facilities. 
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Actions 

PUB-A11.1 Continue to implement and expand the County’s action 
program to achieve more aggressive recycling goals, including 
recycling of construction materials.   

 
 
VIII. WASTEWATER 

A. Background Information 

There are three different methods of wastewater treatment and disposal 
currently used in Butte County: municipal wastewater treatment plants, non-
municipal wastewater systems and individual on-site wastewater disposal 
systems, which are generally referred to as septic systems.  Larger urban areas 
require the organization and treatment capabilities provided by a municipal 
wastewater facility, whereas rural areas in the county employ individual on-site 
systems.  Clustered communities in rural Butte County sometimes take 
advantage of economies of scale and provide more effective wastewater service 
by organizing non-municipal wastewater systems.  
 
The five active municipal wastewater treatment plants in Butte County are: 
¨ City of Biggs 
¨ City of Chico 
¨ City of Gridley 
¨ Richvale Sanitary District 
¨ Sewerage Commission – Oroville Region (SC-OR), which serves the City 

of Oroville, Thermalito Water and Sewer District (TWS) and the Lake 
Oroville Area Public Utility District (LOAPUD) 

 
There are currently six community service areas (CSAs) managing non-
municipal wastewater systems in the county: 
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¨ CSA 21: Oakridge Sewer 
¨ CSA 82: Stirling City Sewer 
¨ CSA 94: Sycamore Valley Sewer 
¨ CSA 135: Keefer Creek Estates 
¨ CSA 141: Mountain Oaks Sewer 
¨ CSA 169: Pheasant Landing 

 
There are an estimated 50,000 on-site sewage disposal systems in Butte County, 
including unincorporated areas as well as cities and towns, serving 
approximately half of the County’s population.3  Approximately 25 percent of 
the septic systems are estimated to be located in Paradise.4  Existing and new 
septic systems in the Chico area are strictly regulated by the Nitrate 
Compliance Plan adopted in 2001 to mitigate elevated levels of nitrates in 
groundwater in this area.  In addition, Butte County is considering adopting an 
Individual On-Site Wastewater Ordinance regulating individual septic systems.  
The new ordinance would bring County regulations into consistency with the 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board’s Basin Plan and update 
the County’s regulations to reflect current practices and technologies for on-
site wastewater treatment and disposal.5   Furthermore, as required by AB 885 
(Section 13290 of the California Water Code), the State Water Resources 
Control Board is developing regulations for on-site wastewater treatment plans.  
The regulations will include system design and monitoring requirements 
specific to the project and location type. 
 
 

                                                
3 Fogel, Doug.  Program Manager, Environmental Health.  Public Health Department, Butte 

County.  Personal Communication with Lisa Katz, DC&E, July 3, 2007. 
4 Banner, Brad.  Director, Environmental Health.  Public Health Department, Butte County.  

Personal Communication with Jessica Daniels, DC&E, August 6, 2009. 
5 Butte County Public Health Department.  Butte County Individual On-Site Wastewater 

Ordinance Initial Study, March 2, 2009, page 1. 
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B. Goals, Policies and Actions 

Goal PUB-12 Manage wastewater treatment facilities at every scale to 
protect the public health and safety of Butte County 
residents and the natural environment.   

Policies 

PUB-P12.1 Applicants shall be allowed to make case-by-case assessments 
of septic and other wastewater treatment systems to 
determine appropriate system designs and densities and shall 
be allowed to utilize new technologies that are supported by 
State and County practices.   

PUB-P12.2 On-site wastewater treatment and disposal systems in the 
Chico area shall continue to be regulated according to the 
requirements in the Nitrate Compliance Plan. 

PUB-P12.3 New community sewerage systems shall be managed by a 
public County sanitation district or other County-approved 
methods.  Proponents shall demonstrate the financial viability 
of constructing, operating and maintaining the proposed 
community sewerage system.*   

PUB-P12.4 New sewer collection and transmission systems shall be 
designed and constructed to minimize potential inflow and 
infiltration.  

Actions 

PUB-A12.1 Complete and implement updates to on-site wastewater 
policies and standards.   
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Goal PUB-13 Plan adequate wastewater infrastructure to serve new 
development.  

Policies 

PUB-P13.1 The County shall encourage all plant operators to begin 
planning and implementing expansions to the existing 
Regional Wastewater Treatment Master Plan to meet future 
demand for wastewater treatment generated by this General 
Plan at least four years prior to reaching the capacity of 
existing facilities.   

PUB-P13.2 New development projects shall demonstrate the availability 
of a safe, sanitary and environmentally sound wastewater 
system.   

PUB-P13.3 For development projects that will rely on on-site wastewater 
systems, applicants shall provide detailed plans demonstrating 
that the system will be adequate to serve the project.   

PUB-P13.4 Installation of sewer lines shall occur concurrently with 
construction of new roadways to maximize efficiency and 
minimize disturbance from construction activity.   
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