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have an ISO rating of 8B.  Areas that are not near a fire station or water 
system have an ISO rating of 10. 
 
 
IV. COORDINATED CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

City, Town, County, State & Federal agencies provide criminal justice 
services in Butte County.  These include, but are not limited to the police 
agencies in the cities of Chico, Oroville, Gridley, Biggs and the Town of 
Paradise, the Butte County Sheriff, the California Highway Patrol, the State 
Department of Fish & Game, the State Department of Parks and Recreation 
and the U.S. Forest Service.  However, in any case, this is simply the first part 
of the criminal justice system. 
 
When arrests are made by any law enforcement agency or State agencies with 
Butte County, the arrestees are incarcerated in the County Jail, prosecuted by 
the County District Attorney's office, a court report is prepared by the 
County Probation Department, and in many cases, the County's Public 
Defender provides a legal defense to the defendant.  Following trial, the 
County Probation Department also provides court-directed supervision to 
adults and juveniles.  Also, the Incarceration Division of the Sheriff's Office is 
mandated by law to provide for the care, safety, security, and welfare of 
persons incarcerated in Butte County correctional facilities.  The Division 
provides transportation of inmates to court, medical and dental 
appointments, and state prisons. 
 
In short, County Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice Services include general 
police response, investigation and patrol services; special police operation unit 
services (e.g. emergency ordinance disposal team, special weapons and tactics 
team, canine unit, aviation unit, dive and rescue team, and narcotics task 
force); jail services; prosecution services; probation department services; and 
public defender services. 
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A. Butte County Sheriff 
 
The Butte County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) is responsible for law 
enforcement, criminal investigation, marijuana eradication, and crime 
prevention in the unincorporated areas of the county.  The BCSO operates 
the County jail and serves as Bailiff for the court system.  In addition to crime 
prevention and law enforcement services, the BCSO also functions as the 
County Coroner, and investigates all violent deaths or deaths which have no 
certified cause. 
  
The BCSO is the county-wide coordinator for mutual aid situations 
and maintains mutual aid agreements with the California Highway Patrol and 
the Oroville, Chico, Gridley and Paradise municipal police departments.  The 
BCSO has its main office in Oroville, with sub-stations in Chico and 
Magalia.  The County jail is approved by the California Corrections 
Standards Authority to house 614 inmates, in accordance with a consent 
decree.   
   
BCSO sworn personnel include the Sheriff, Undersheriff, Captains, 
Lieutenants, Sergeants and Deputies; non-sworn personnel include 
Correctional Officers and Technicians, Public Safety Dispatchers and clerical 
staff.  Of the sworn personnel, 34 Deputy Sheriffs are assigned to  one of 
eight patrol teams and each team is supervised by a Sergeant.  Another 17 
Deputy Sheriffs and two Sergeants are assigned to a contract with the courts, 
with the remainder assigned to Designated Area Deputy positions, 
administration, narcotics, marijuana eradication, boat patrol, criminal 
investigations, internal affairs, background investigation, specialized units and 
the jail. 
  
The BCSO has divided the county into north and south service areas.  
Twenty-four hour patrol service is provided.  Typically, one deputy is 
assigned per car.  The patrol teams normally operate in response to specific 
incidents and have very limited time for non-directed patrol activities within 
the county. 
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B. Butte County District Attorney – Bureau of Investigations 
 
The Butte County District Attorney’s Office maintains a Bureau of 
Investigations which consists of 28 full-time peace officers as District 
Attorney Investigators.  Besides providing follow-up investigations on crimes 
referred to the District Attorney by outside agencies, these investigators also 
do original county-wide investigations on child abuse and child abduction 
cases, investigate and arrest those who willfully do not pay their child support 
obligations; investigate and arrest those who commit fraud to obtain public 
assistance benefits; collect from those who pass insufficient fund checks; 
investigate and arrest those who commit fraud such as counterfeiting, 
embezzlement, insurance scams, worker compensation frauds and computer 
crimes; and investigate and arrest those who endanger their children by their 
narcotics activities. 
 
 
C. Butte County District Attorney – Prosecution Bureau 
 
The Butte County District Attorney’s Office maintains a Prosecution Bureau, 
which is responsible for prosecuting felonies, misdemeanors and juvenile 
cases.  The Bureau consists of 23 attorneys, and includes specialized 
prosecutions and assignments to provide effective and prompt response to the 
needs of Butte County citizens. 
 
 
D. Public Defender 
 
The County’s Public Defender Consortium is comprised of 16 private 
attorneys under contract with the County that provide legal assistance to 
indigent clients in criminal cases.  Federal and State constitutions require the 
provision of competent counsel to those who are unable to retain a private 
attorney to defend him/herself. 
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E. Butte County Probation 
 
The County Probation Department supervises convicted felons, both adults 
and juveniles, who are placed on probation by the court.  The Department 
also prepares reports recommending sentencing after a conviction, operates 
the Juvenile Hall, manages the victim witness/assistance program, and 
participates in a variety of collaborative programs with schools, outside law 
enforcement agencies, County departments, and private agencies to prevent 
crime. 
 
 
F. State Superior Court 
 
The Butte County Superior Court is a separate governmental entity and its 
operational costs are funded entirely by the State of California and it is an 
integral part of the local criminal justice system. 
 
 
G. California Highway Patrol 
 
The California Highway Patrol (CHP) provides law enforcement services, 
primarily traffic control, for the State roads and roads in the unincorporated 
portions of the county.  These services include traffic control, accident 
investigation, and licensing of vehicles.  The CHP has a mutual aid agreement 
with the Sheriff’s Department and will respond when requested by the 
Sheriff. 
 
The CHP has two offices to serve Butte County.  The county is divided into 
north and south regions at the intersection of State Routes 99 and 149.  The 
north district office, located in Chico, has 24 uniformed staff, including 20 
officers, three sergeants and one captain.  The office has 14 vehicles in 
operation.  Typical staffing has 3 to 4 units during the day and evening shifts, 
and one two-person unit during the graveyard shift.  The north district office 
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is also the dispatch center for the region.7  The CHP’s south office, located in 
Oroville, has 23 officers, three sergeants and one lieutenant.  The office has 10 
vehicles in operation, with similar staffing as the north district office.8 
 
The normal deployment/distribution of CHP personnel is based upon traffic 
volume and accident rates within the county.  Areas with a high incidence of 
accidents or traffic control problems are patrolled on a regular basis.  There 
are many areas of the county, particularly in the foothills, which are outside 
regular CHP patrols and visited only when called. 
 
 
H. California Department of Fish and Game 
 
The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) is responsible for 
protecting wildlife resources within the county.  The Department has 
jurisdiction over all State, county, and municipal lands to enforce wildlife 
statutes.  CDFG regional headquarters is located in Rancho Cordova.  The 
officers operate out of their own home offices and establish their own hours, 
patrols, and focus for their activity.  The CDFG officers in Butte County 
generally respond only to situations involving wildlife, but can and do 
respond to public safety issues if they witness such violations or situations.  
They will also assist in emergency situations.  Most of the officers have 
federal wildlife enforcement capability as well, since they are deputy marshals 
in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
 

                                                         
7 Sergeant Bruce Carpenter, California Highway Patrol, personal 

communication with Ricardo Bressanutti, Design, Community & Environment, 
March 9, 2007.  

8 Sergeant Steve Muders, California Highway Patrol, personal 
communication with Ricardo Bressanutti, Design, Community & Environment, 
March 9, 2007. 
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I. California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 
The California Department of Parks and Recreation is responsible a number 
of parks within Butte County, including the Bidwell Mansion State Historic 
Park, the Lake Oroville State Recreation Area, the Bidwell-Sacramento River 
State Park and the Clay Pit State Vehicular Recreation Area.  A number of 
rangers are employed at these various facilities.  Park rangers are trained to 
enforce the laws and regulation of the State Park system, which may involve 
protecting plant and animal resources, trespassing of prohibited areas, loaded 
fire arms and hunting, fire, noise, vehicle use and travel, camping permits and 
refuse disposal.  
 
 
J. Gridley-Biggs Police Department 
 
The Biggs-Gridley Police Department is responsible for protecting the 
citizens and property in the City of Gridley and the City of Biggs.  The 
Department operates one police station.  The station is staffed by a police 
Chief, one Police Lieutenant, two Sergeants and eight sworn officers.  The 
Department provides a variety of support services to the City of Gridley and 
the City of Biggs, as well as the surrounding unincorporated area.  These 
services include Animal Control, a Reserve Force, Gang Task Force, 
Volunteer Senior Corps and a Volunteer Radio Team.  The City of Gridley 
provides 24 hour emergency service. 
 
 
K. City of Chico Police Department 
 
The City of Chico Police Department covers a district that is approximately 
30 square miles and serves the residents in the City of Chico  The 
Department is staffed by 102 sworn police officers.  The Department provides 
a Patrol Section, Crisis Negotiation, Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT), a 
Traffic Unit, Downtown Bicycle Patrol, and Neighborhood Watch. 
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L. City of Oroville Police Department 
 
The City of Oroville Police Department has 38 sworn police officers that 
protect the City of Oroville.  The Department provides community patrol, 
SWAT, neighborhood watch, School Resource Officers, and participates in 
the Butte Inter-Agency Narcotics Task Force.  
 
 
M. Town of Paradise Police Department 
 
The Town of Paradise Police Department serves the Town of Paradise.  The 
Department provides the following special units, Special Response Team, K9 
Unit, Narcotics Task force, School Resource Officers, Animal Control and 
participates in the Butte Inter-Agency Narcotics Task Force. 
 
 
V. PUBLIC EDUCATION 

The County Office of Education (BCOE), Butte Community College, 
California State University, Chico, and local school districts provide public 
education in the unincorporated area of Butte County.  The local districts 
provide elementary and secondary education to the communities and 
unincorporated areas of the county, while the County Office of Education 
offers special education programs and other related services to the individual 
districts within the county.  The Butte Community College is a two-year 
junior college that serves the residents of Butte and Glenn Counties with 
post-secondary and adult education. 
 
 
A. Butte County Office of Education 
 
The Butte County Office of Education provides local and regional 
educational programs, services, and support to the individual school districts 
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within the county.  The BCOE provides help to establish and maintain a 
consistent level of educational quality among the various school districts and 
serves as a link between the local districts and the requirements of State and 
federal education programs. 
 
The BCOE provides three areas of service to the school districts: 
administrative and organizational support, including fiscal services, personnel 
services, and data services; curriculum and staff support, including staff 
development, instructional support and curriculum development; and student 
services, including student activities and events, student welfare and related 
programs, migrant education, and the mini corps program.  In addition, the 
office operates the juvenile court schools, community schools, and a series of 
special service programs including vocational education, regional occupation, 
teenage parent education, and special education. 
 
The office also provides a series of services to the State of California, 
including management information systems, policy assistance, and legal 
compliance programs. 
 
 
B. Butte College 
 
Butte College is a two-year community college that serves the residents of 
Butte and Glenn Counties.  The college offers a range of liberal arts and 
career/technical classes through full-time, part-time, and evening programs.  
Founded in 1967, the college offered classes in Durham until it moved onto 
the current campus in 1974.  Students may earn an Associate degree in 25 
academic disciplines and 55 vocational areas, complete a Certificate of 
Achievement in 60 vocational programs, or earn a Certificate of Completion 
in short-term programs.   
 
The main campus, located approximately 15 miles northwest of Oroville, is 
accessible to the communities of Oroville, Chico, Durham, Gridley, Paradise, 
and Magalia.  The college also operates two satellite centers, one in Chico and 
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the second in Orland in Glenn County.  Approximately 925 acres in size, the 
main campus has over 20 academic and support buildings and also functions 
as a wildlife refuge.  The District completed a Facilities Master Plan at the end 
of 2001 and has been using State and local bond measure monies to improve 
its facilities. 
 
Butte College enrollment in the 2006-2007 academic year is approximately 
14,200 students.9  Approximately 50 percent of the students attend classes on 
the main campus, which offers both day and evening classes.  The Chico 
Center serves another 25 percent of the students.   
 
 
C. California State University, Chico 
 
California State University, Chico, was established in 1887.  Located in 
Chico, the campus serves Butte County and the region.  Chico State has seven 
colleges (Agriculture; Behavioral and Social Sciences; Business; 
Communication and Education; Engineering, Computer Science, and 
Technology; Humanities and Fine Arts; and Natural Sciences), six schools 
and 14 centers.  The campus itself is 119 acres in size.  In 2005, there were 
approximately 16,250 students, 965 instructional faculty and 1,010 staff.10   
 
Chico State is one of the California State University system’s most popular 
campuses, and has more qualified applicants than it can accommodate.  The 
second-oldest campus in the system, Chico State is a distance education 
trailblazer.  Chico State was the first university in the world to offer a 
graduate degree via satellite.  Students have won recent national awards in 
business, engineering, journalism, political science and speech.  Chico State is 

                                                         
9 Public Relations for Butte County Community College, 

http://www.butte.edu/information/public/pr/bcfacts.html, accessed December 26, 
2006. 

10 California State University at Chico, http://www.csuchico.edu/pub/ 
facts/, accessed March 6, 2007. 
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also known for its college-town atmosphere, top ratings from corporate 
recruiters, and high graduation rates. 
 
 
D. School Districts within Butte County 
 
The following school districts serve Butte County and are shown on Figure 
7-3.   
♦ Bangor Union Elementary School District 
♦ Biggs Unified School District 
♦ Chico Unified School District 
♦ Durham Unified School District 
♦ Feather Falls Union School District 
♦ Golden Feather Union School District 
♦ Gridley Unified School District 
♦ Manzanita Elementary School District 
♦ Oroville City Elementary School District 
♦ Oroville Union High School District  
♦ Palermo Union School District 
♦ Paradise Unified School District 
♦ Pioneer Union Elementary School District 
♦ Thermalito Union School District  

 
In addition to these listed school districts, a portion of the Marysville Joint 
Unified School District extends into Butte County, although it primarily 
serves Yuba County.  As shown in Figure 7-3, five of the districts (Biggs, 
Chico, Durham, Gridley and Paradise) are unified school districts, serving 
students from kindergarten through high school.  Eight districts (Bangor,  
Feather Falls, Golden Feather, Manzanita, Oroville City, Palermo, Pioneer 
and Thermalito) provide elementary education throughout the rest of the 
county, feeding students into Oroville Union High School District and 
Gridley Unified School District for secondary education.   
 



!(

!(

!(
!(!(

!(
!(!(

!(!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(
!(
!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(!( !(

!(

!(!(!(!(

!(

!(!(!(

!(!(!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!( !(

!(!(
!(
!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

|

|

|

|

|

|
|

|

ÿ

ÿ

ÿ

ÿ

ÿ

ÿ
ÿ

ÿ

Chico Paradise

Oroville

Gridley

Biggs

99

99

70

70

32

191

162

162

!( Elementary Schools

!( High Schools

Biggs Unified

Chico Unified

Durham Unified

Gridley Union High

Marysville Joint Unified

Oroville Union High

Paradise Unified

Feather Falls Union

Palermo Union

Thermalito Union

Bangor Union Elementary

Pioneer Union Elementary

Golden Feather Union

Oroville Elementary

Gridley Union Elementary

Manzanita Elementary

0 2.5 5
Miles

F I G U R E  7 - 3

S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S

B U T T E  C O U N T Y  G E N E R A L  P L A N  2 0 3 0
S E T T I N G  A N D  T R E N D S

P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S

Source: Butte County Geographic Information Systems



B U T T E  C O U N T Y  G E N E R A L  P L A N  2 0 3 0  

S E T T I N G  A N D  T R E N D S  
P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S  

 

7-42 

 
 

According to the California Department of Education California Basic 
Educational Data System (CBEDS) report for the fiscal year 2005-06, there 
were 33,192 students enrolled in schools in Butte County.  Enrollment has 
decreased since its peak of 35,304 students during the 1997-1998 school year.11  
The local school districts range in size from the single school Feather Falls 
Union Elementary School District, which has an average daily attendance 
(ADA) of 47 students,12 to the Chico Unified School District, which has 26 
schools and an ADA of over 14,077 students.13   
 
One school district (Oroville) provides year round schools at the elementary 
grade level.  (Oroville provides year round elementary schools at Ophir, 
Wyandotte and Bird Street schools.  (Chico eliminated year-round programs 
in 2006-07.) 
 
Special educational services are provided for those students with special 
needs/handicaps: orthopedically impaired, hearing impaired, 
communicatively impaired, and severely handicapped.  There are three special 
education schools in the county: Loma Vista (Chico) and Mesa Vista 
(Thermalito) serving K-12 students, and Sierra Del Oro (Oroville) that serves 
preschool students. 
 
The following sections provide more detail on the various school districts 
serving Butte County. 
 

                                                         
11 California Department of Education, http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ 

ASPGraph1.asp?Level=County&cName=BUTTE&cCode=04&cTopic=Enrollment 
&cLevel=County&cYear=2005-06&myTimeFrame=S&TheCounty=04,BUTTE& 
cChoice= TSEnr2, accessed December 26, 2006. 

12 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 
districts/feather.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 

13 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 
districts/chico.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
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1. Bangor Union Elementary School District 
The Bangor Union Elementary School District provides elementary 
education to the community of Bangor and the surrounding unincorporated 
county area south and east of Oroville.  The District is approximately 40 
square miles in area and operates a single school, Bangor Elementary, with a 
2005-2006 ADA of 150 students in kindergarten through eighth grade.14  
Following eighth grade, Bangor students attend school in the Oroville Union 
High School District.  The elementary school, which was built for an 
enrollment of 75 to 100 students, is operating at capacity. 
 
The District has experienced moderate growth over the past several years and 
is projecting growth to continue at a rate of approximately five students per 
year.  The District also participates in the State class size reduction program, 
which requires limiting the number of student in primary grades.  In order to 
accommodate enrollment growth and class size reductions, the District has 
added six portable classrooms. 
 
2. Biggs Unified School District 
The Biggs Unified School District provides elementary and secondary 
education to the City of Biggs and surrounding unincorporated county areas.  
The District is approximately 135 square miles in area and operates six 
schools, with a combined total enrollment of 822 students.15  The six schools 
that make up the District are:16 

♦ Biggs Middle and High School campus contains both Biggs High School 
and Biggs Middle School.  The middle school serves 137 students in 
grades seventh and eighth, and is separate from the high school, which 
serves 251 students in grades ninth to twelfth.  Each school has its own 
core teaching staff, yet both schools share some facilities, such as the 

                                                         
14 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/bangor.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
15 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/biggs.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
16 Biggs Unified School District: http://www.biggs.org/, accessed July 28, 

2006. 
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music room, cafeteria, gymnasium, and a few classrooms.  In addition, 
the administrator for the middle school is also the high school's athletic 
director and Principal.   

♦ Biggs Elementary School serves 400 students from kindergarten through 
sixth grade, with class-size reduction in kindergarten through third grade.  
Originally built in 1951, Biggs Elementary School has grown from three 
to 19 rooms, with many added improvements, such as a multipurpose 
room and playgrounds.  The District’s maintenance department takes 
care of all campus buildings, with matching funds from the State, using a 
series of five-year plans. 

♦ Richvale Elementary School has a total enrollment of 54 students from 
first through sixth grade.  The school has three classrooms and other 
facilities, including a full-sized gymnasium with a stage and a cafeteria.  
Like a majority of the District facilities, Richvale Elementary School is 
eligible for modernization funding through the Office of Public School 
Construction.  The District will be working to modernize each school 
site to ensure that the facilities remain in good repair.   

♦ Biggs Intermediate and Secondary Community Day Schools aim to 
address the needs of students that have either been expelled or 
demonstrate chronic behavioral or attendance problems.  This structure 
allows for a very low student-to-teacher ratio.  The first Community Day 
School began in Biggs in March 1999 and opened for classes in May 2000.  
It served grades 9 to 12 with one teacher and one aide, and was designed 
for no more than 15 students.  The second opened in 2002 for grades 5 to 
8 with the same staffing ratio.   

 
To meet future increases in enrollment, the District added six portable 
classrooms for the elementary school and four for the high school in the late 
1990s.  The District owns a vacant, 44-acre site next to the Biggs schools, but 
it has not made plans to build a new school facility at this time. 
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3. Chico Unified School District    
The Chico Unified School District provides elementary and secondary 
education to residents of the City of Chico and surrounding unincorporated 
areas.  The District serves an area of approximately 322 square miles and 
operates 26 schools on 25 sites with a combined total enrollment of 14,077 
students in the 2005-2006 school year.  The District has 17 elementary schools 
with grades K-6 (Chapman, Chico, Citrus, Cohasset, Emma Wilson, Forest 
Ranch, Hooker Oak, Little Chico Creek, Marigold, McManus, Neal Dow, 
Nord, Partridge, Parkview, Rosedale, Shasta, and Sierra View), four junior 
high schools with grades 7-8 (Bidwell, Chico, Marsh, and the Academy for 
Change), Chico Country Day School serves grades K-8, and four senior high 
schools with grades 9-12 (Chico, Pleasant Valley, Oakdale and Fairview 
Continuation. 
 
The District has accommodated continued growth in enrollment by changing 
school boundaries, reusing existing facilities, modifying existing facilities, 
allowing intradistrict student transfers, constructing new facilities, and using 
leased portable facilities,.   
 
Renovation and new construction of District facilities are funded by voter-
approved State bonds through the School Facility Program, by the Measure A 
local school bond, by school impact fees of $2.63 per square foot levied on 
residential development, and by pass-through of two percent of the tax 
increment revenue generated by redevelopment areas within the City of 
Chico.  The State Deferred Maintenance Program matches District funds for 
major repair or replacement of existing school building components.17 
 
The District’s Student Housing Master Plan forms the basis for long-term 
planning decisions affecting District facilities and includes both a Twenty-
Year General Plan and a Five-Year Specific Plan.  The Master Plan, with 
projections covering the next 20 years, is in the process of being reviewed and 

                                                         
17 Chico Unified School District, http://www.chicousd.org/ 

__dept/business/facilities_planning/index.html, accessed March 21, 2007.   
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updated to reflect changing State and local demographics and District and 
student facilities needs.18 
 
4. Durham Unified School District  
The Durham Unified School District provides elementary and secondary 
education to 186 square miles that include Durham and the surrounding area.  
The District operates four schools, Durham Elementary School (K-5), 
Durham Intermediate School (6-8), Durham High School (9-12) and Mission 
High School (9-12 and Continuation), with a combined ADA of 1,296 
students in the 2005-2006 academic year.19 
 
The Durham Unified School District experienced its peak enrollment in 
2000-2001, with 1,362 students, and expected enrollment to decline through 
2006-07 at an average rate of 37 per year. 
 
The District has addressed growth in the past by moving the sixth grade to 
the intermediate school and through the use of portable classrooms at all 
schools.  The District has installed 27 portable classrooms throughout its 
campus.  In addition, the District has identified the need for new, permanent 
elementary and intermediate schools.   
 
5. Feather Falls Union School District 
The Feather Falls Union School District provides elementary education to 
the community of Feather Falls and surrounding county areas.  The District 
is approximately 94 square miles in area and operates a single school, Feather 
Falls Elementary School.  The school had an ADA of 47 in the 2005-2006 
school year, as well as 3.5 full-time teachers and a part-time Resource 
Specialist.20  Administrative services for the District are provided by the 

                                                         
18 Chico Unified School District, http://www.chicousd.org/ 

__dept/business/facilities_planning/index.html, accessed March 21, 2007. 
19 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/durham.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
20 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/durham.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
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Pioneer Union Elementary School District.  Following eighth grade, Feather 
Falls' students attend school in the Oroville Union High School District.   
 
School enrollment has averaged an ADA of between 35 and 55 over the past 
10 years, with growth projected in the next few years.  The existing school 
could accommodate up to 100 students.   
 
6. Golden Feather Union School District 
The Golden Feather Union School District provides elementary education to 
approximately 208 square miles of unincorporated county lands to the north 
and west of Lake Oroville.  The District operates three elementary schools, 
Spring Valley Elementary School (K-4), Concow Elementary School (5-8), 
and Golden Feather Community Day School (K-8), with a combined 2005-
2006 school year ADA of 200 students.21  Following eighth grade, Golden 
Feather students attend school in the Oroville High School District. 
 
The District has experienced uneven enrollment growth.  The Spring Valley 
Elementary School site can physically accommodate 2 or 3 additional 
portable units, but is constrained by an inadequate water supply.  The 
Concow Elementary School site does not have room for any portable 
classrooms. 
 
7. Gridley Unified School District  
The Gridley Unified School offers elementary education to residents of 
Gridley and the surrounding areas.  The District is approximately 87 square 
miles in size and operates McKinley Primary School (K-1), Wilson 
intermediate Elementary School (2-5), Sycamore Middle School (6-8), and 
Gridley High School (9-12), as well as an alternative education center 
containing Esperanza Continuation High School (10-12), Gridley 
Community Day School (K-8 and 9-12), Gridley Home School (K-12), and 
Adult Education.  The District ADA for the 2005-2006 school year was 1,995.   
 

                                                         
21 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/durham.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
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Gridley High School leases a gymnasium from the Butte County Fairgrounds 
across the street, and is operating at close to its enrollment capacity.  The high 
school has accommodated growth by moving in a number of portable 
classroom buildings.  There is adequate space on the school site for additional 
portable classrooms to handle increasing enrollment in the near term.  The 
District owns a 17-acre parcel to the west of Sycamore Middle School that 
would be an ideal site for a new middle school.  There are no plans for a new 
middle school at this time, due to a lack of funding.  The District is eligible 
for State rehabilitation funding that could be used for middle school and high 
school facilities, but does not have a high priority rating compared with other 
districts in the State that are experiencing faster growth.   
 
8. Manzanita School District 
The Manzanita School District provides elementary education to the Rancho 
Boga community area to the south of Gridley.  The District covers 
approximately 11 square miles and operates a single school, Manzanita 
Elementary School, with a 2005-2006 ADA of 250 students in grades K-8.22  
Following eighth grade, Manzanita students attend school in the Gridley 
Unified School District.  School enrollment has steadily declined from 556 
students in 1996-1997 to 431 students in 2005-2006.23   
 
9. Oroville City Elementary School District 
The Oroville City Elementary School District offers elementary education to 
residents of Oroville and the unincorporated county areas east and south of 
the city.  The District is approximately 78 square miles in size and operates 
six elementary schools, one middle school, and one special education school, 
as follows: 
♦ Bird Street Elementary, K-4 
♦ Eastside Elementary, K-3, Home School 

                                                         
22 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/durham.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
23 California Department of Education, http://dq.cde.ca.gov/ 

dataquest/ASPGraph1.asp?cYear=2005-06&Level=School&cName=MANZANITA 
^ELEMENTARY&cCode=6055883&dCode=5673759, accessed December 26, 2006. 
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♦ Oakdale Heights, K-6 and Special Education 
♦ Ophir Elementary, K-6 and Special Education 
♦ Wyandotte Avenue, K-6 and Special Education 
♦ Central Middle, 7-8 and Special Education 
♦ Sierra del Oro, Pre-School and Special Education 

 
The eight schools have a combined ADA of 2,843 students in the 2005-2006 
school year.24  In 2000, the District had expected that enrollment would grow 
due to an influx of Hmong students and young families into the community.  
However, the District has instead declined in enrollment, which could be a 
result of declining employment in the community.  The District operates 
three schools on a multi-track, year-round schedule:  Bird Street School, 
Ophir School, and Wyandotte Avenue School.  Following eighth grade, 
students attend the Oroville Union High School District.   
 
10. Oroville Union High School District 
The Oroville Union High School District offers secondary education to a 
663-square-mile area that includes Oroville and surrounding unincorporated 
county areas.  The District accepts students from the Bangor Union, Feather 
Falls Union, Golden Feather Union, Oroville Elementary, Palermo, Pioneer, 
and Thermalito School Districts.  The District operates the following schools:  
♦ Challenge Charter High School 
♦ Las Plumas High School 
♦ Oroville Adult Education Career and Technical Center 
♦ Oroville High School 
♦ OUHSD Community Day School 

 
These schools had a combined enrollment of 3,018 students in the 2005-2006 
school year.25  The District has experienced continued growth in enrollment.  
A number of facilities improvements and upgrades are underway including 

                                                         
24 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/oroelem.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
25 California Department of Education website, accessed December 26, 2006. 
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the Oroville High Library Project, which broke ground in October, 2004, 
and a new building at Las Plumas High, which broke ground in June, 2005.26  
 
11. Palermo Union School District 
The Palermo Union School District provides elementary education to 
approximately 67 square miles of unincorporated county territory to the 
south of Oroville.  The District operates five schools: Helen Wilcox (K-4, 
Day Care Center), Honcut Elementary (K-4), Palermo School (5-8), Palermo 
Community Day School (K-6), and Palermo Community Day School (7-8). 
 
The District had a combined ADA of approximately 1,308 for the 2005-2006 
school year.27  Following eighth grade, Palermo students attend school in the 
Oroville High School District.   
 
The 2002-2003 projection reflects a three percent decline in enrollment since 
1999-2000.  In spite of this decline, Palermo and Helen Wilcox Schools 
continue to experience overcrowding.  The District uses 16 emergency 
portables to provide adequate instructional space.  The District is in the 
process of planning and designing a twelve-room school. 
 
12. Paradise Unified School District 
The Paradise Unified School District provides elementary and secondary 
education to a 220-square-mile area that includes Paradise and unincorporated 
areas north to Tehama and Plumas Counties.  The District operates 15 
schools and programs as follows: 
♦ One Preschool (Paradise Pre-School) 
♦ One K-8 school (Children’s Community Charter School) 
♦ Two K-5 schools (Cedarwood and Pines Elementary Schools) 
♦ Two K-6 schools (Paradise and Ponderosa Elementary Schools) 

                                                         
26 Oroville Union High School District: http://www.ouhsd.org/ 

construction/, accessed July 28, 2006. 
27 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 

districts/palermo.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
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♦ Two 6 to 8 middle schools (Mountain Ridge Middle and Paradise Charter 
Middle Schools) 

♦ One 7-8 intermediate school (Paradise Intermediate School) 
♦ Two K-12 schools (HomeTech Charter School and Independent Learning 

Center) 
♦ One 9-12 comprehensive high school (Paradise High School) 
♦ One 9-12 continuation high school (Ridgeview High School) 
♦ Two Special programs [College Connection (12) and Community Day 

School (7-12)] 
 
District enrollment in 2005-2006 was approximately 5,209.28  Enrollment in 
the District has declined since 1998, particularly at the elementary grades.  
The District is trying to obtain a comprehensive high school site in the 
Magalia area to ease overcrowding at Paradise High School.29 
 
13. Pioneer Union School District 
The Pioneer Union School District provides elementary education to the 
residents of the communities of Berry Creek, Brush Creek, Mountain House, 
Lake Madrone and surrounding areas to the north and east of Lake Oroville.  
The District is approximately 129 square miles in area and operates Berry 
Creek Elementary School and Bald Rock Community School. 
 
Berry Creek Elementary School had an ADA of 158 students in grades K-8 
during the 2005-2006 school year.30  Following eighth grade, Pioneer students 
attend school in the Oroville Union High School District.  In 2002, a county-
operated State preschool was established on the site of Berry Creek 
Elementary School.  The District provides administrative services for the 
adjoining Feather Falls Union Elementary School District. 

                                                         
28 California Department of Education, accessed December 26, 2006. 
29 Steve Jennings, Superintendent, Paradise Unified School District, personal 

communication with Ricardo Bressanutti, Design, Community & Environment, 
March 20, 2007. 

30 Butte County Office of Education, http://www.bcoe.org/home/ 
districts/palermo.htm, accessed December 26, 2006. 
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The Berry Creek Elementary School reached its peak enrollment of 203 
students in the 1992-1993 school year.  Since then, enrollment at this school 
has declined. 
 
14. Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
The Thermalito Union Elementary School District provides elementary 
education to the community of Thermalito and surrounding county areas to 
the west of Oroville.  Combined enrollment in District schools was 1,455 
students in 2005-2006.31  The District has a large population of students who 
do not speak English as a first language and operates a number of special 
programs to serve the needs of these students.  Following eighth grade, 
Thermalito students attend school in the Oroville Union High School 
District.   
 
The District operates four conventional schools, two day schools and a home 
study program.32  Each conventional school is discussed below:33  

♦ Poplar Avenue School, located at Poplar Avenue and 20th Street, serves 
roughly 250 students in kindergarten through fifth grade. 

♦ Sierra Avenue School, located at Sierra Avenue and 12th Street, serves 
approximately 300 students in kindergarten through fifth grade. 

♦ Plumas Avenue School, located at Plumas Avenue and 5th Street, serves 
roughly 350 students in kindergarten through fifth grade. 

♦ Nelson Avenue Middle School, located at 6th Street and Nelson Avenue 
serves approximately 520 students in sixth through eighth grade. 

 

                                                         
31 California Department of Education website, accessed December 26, 2006. 
32 Thermalito Union School District: http://www.thermalito.org/ 

default.htm, accessed June 13, 2006. 
33 Thermalito Union School District: http://thermalito. 

schoolwisepress.com/cde/2006/pdf/facts_en_Poplar-6003362e.pdf, accessed June 13, 
2006. 
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The District is projecting that growth will continue, with an enrollment 
projection of approximately 1,746 students by the year 2007-2008.  The 
District has accommodated increasing enrollment by the addition of portable 
classroom facilities.  The District has also acquired land to be used for a new 
school in the future.  The District has not considered implementing year 
round schedules.   
 
 
VI.  SPECIAL DISTRICTS 

Special districts are a form of local government created by a local community 
to meet a specific need.  Inadequate tax bases and competing demands for 
existing taxes make it hard for cities and counties to provide all the services 
their citizens desire.  When residents or landowners want new services or 
higher levels of existing services, they can form a district to pay for and 
administer them.  According to the California Special Districts Association, 
“Most Californians don't understand special districts.  Most of us don't know: 

♦ How many exist (about 3,400). 
♦ What they do (services from A to Z: airports to zoos). 
♦ Who runs them (it could be your next-door neighbor). 
♦ Or even what they cost (about $26 billion a year). 

 
Celebrated as the best example of democracy, cursed as the worst form of 
fragmented government, and generally misunderstood even by the experts, 
special districts are California's unique contribution to local government.  But 
what is so special about special districts anyway?  The answer: focused 
service. 
 
Focused because special districts only serve in specifically defined areas, unlike 
counties and cities that provide services throughout their boundaries.  Special 
districts are also focused because most of them provide only a single service, 
allowing them to concentrate on one activity.  Service because special 
districts deliver public programs and public facilities that their constituents 
want.  Cities and counties must provide a wide variety of services, some of 
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them mandated by the federal and state governments.  Special districts 
provide the public services that the public wants.” 
 
For more information about Special Districts, visit http://www.csda.net.  
For more information about Special Districts in Butte County, visit the 
LAFCO website at http://www.buttelafco.org/common/_mod_ 
resource.asp?p=21&f=142. 
 
Specific to Butte County, the following is a list of Special Districts, city 
providers and other entities that provide of a variety of services: 
 
1. Water 
♦ South Feather Water and Power Agency 
♦ Paradise Irrigation District 
♦ Durham Irrigation District 
♦ Lake Madrone Water District 
♦ Buzztail Community Services District 
♦ Berry Creek Community Services District 
♦ California Water Service Company – Chico District 
♦ California Water Service Company – Oroville District 
♦ Thermalito Irrigation District* 
♦ City of Gridley* 
♦ City of Biggs* 

 
2. Sewer 
♦ Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 
♦ Richardson Springs Community Services District 
♦ City of Chico 
♦ City of Oroville 
♦ Richvale Sanitary District 
♦ Sewerage Commission – Oroville Region 
♦ Thermalito Irrigation District* 
♦ City of Gridley* 
♦ City of Biggs* 
* Sewer and water provider. 
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3. Drainage 
♦ Drainage District No. 1 
♦ Drainage District No. 2 
♦ Drainage District No. 100 
♦ Drainage District No. 200 
♦ Butte Creek Drainage District 

4. Irrigation 
♦ South Feather Water and Power Agency 
♦ Durham Mutual Water Company 
♦ Biggs-West Gridley Water District 
♦ Butte Water District 
♦ Western Canal Water District 
♦ Richvale Irrigation District 

5. Reclamation 
♦ Rock Creek Reclamation District 
♦ Sacramento River Reclamation District 
♦ Reclamation District No. 833 

6. Fire Protection 
♦ El Medio Fire District 

7. Recreation/Parks 
♦ Chico Area Recreation and Park District 
♦ City of Chico Park Department 
♦ Paradise Recreation and Park District 
♦ Feather River Recreation and Park District 
♦ Durham Recreation and Park District 
♦ City of Oroville Parks and Trees Department 
♦ Richvale Recreation and Park District 
♦ Biggs Swimming Pool District 
♦ Gridley Swimming Pool District 
♦ City of Biggs Recreation and Park Services 
♦ City of Gridley Recreation Department 
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8. Mosquito Abatement 
♦ Butte County Mosquito and Vector Control District 
♦ Durham Mosquito Abatement District 
♦ Oroville Mosquito Abatement District 

 
9. Cemetery 
♦ Bangor Cemetery District 
♦ Gridley-Biggs Cemetery District 
♦ Kimshew Cemetery District 
♦ Oroville Cemetery District 
♦ Paradise Cemetery District 
♦ Pine Creek Cemetery District 
♦ Thompson Flat Cemetery District 
♦ Upham Cemetery District 

 
10. Butte County Resource Conservation District 
Butte County Special Districts are part of the statewide association.  For more 
information, you can visit http://www.csda.net/loclchap.htm and search for 
Butte County. 
 
 
VIII. QUASI GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES & JOINT POWERS 

AUTHORITIES (JPA) IN WHICH THE COUNTY 

PARTICIPATES 

This is a brief listing of other entities in which Butte County participates: 

♦ BCAG34 – The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) is an 
association of all the local governments within Butte County.  Its 
members include the cities of Biggs, Chico, Gridley, Oroville, the Town 
of Paradise and the County of Butte.   

                                                         
34 Butte County Association of Governments, http://www.bcag.org, accessed 

July 23, 2007. 
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BCAG is responsible for development of federal and State transportation 
plans and programs that secure transportation funding for the region's 
highways, transit, streets and roads, pedestrian and other transportation 
system improvements.  BCAG is also coordinating the development of 
the County’s Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community 
Conservation Plan (http://www.buttehcp.com). 

♦ LAFCO35 – The Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) is a 
state-mandated local agency that oversees boundary changes to cities and 
special districts, the formation of new agencies including incorporation of 
new cities, and the consolidation of existing agencies.  The broad goals of 
the agency are to ensure the orderly formation of local government 
agencies, to preserve agricultural and open space lands, and to discourage 
urban sprawl. 

♦ Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Program (AVA ) – Butte County as a 
jurisdictional member of the Butte County Abandoned Vehicle 
Abatement (AVA) Program Service Authority encompassing the 
unincorporated areas of Butte County began towing abandoned vehicles 
in December 2003.  Funds for the AVA program are generated from a 
one dollar registration fee collected by the State of California.  Each 
quarter, after the State takes out their administrative fee, the registration 
funds are sent to the County Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Joint 
Powers Authority for distribution to the participating jurisdictions 
(Biggs, Chico, Gridley, Oroville, Paradise and Butte County).   Butte 
County has towed over 2,000 abandoned vehicles since this program 
began. 

♦ City of Chico/Butte County Nitrate JPA – In 1979 high levels of nitrates 
were discovered by the State Department of Water Resources in parts of 
the Chico Urban Area.  In order to deal with the nitrate issue, the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board issued a Prohibition Order in

                                                         
35 Local Agency Formation Commission, http://www.buttelafco.org, accessed 

July 23, 2007. 



B U T T E  C O U N T Y  G E N E R A L  P L A N  2 0 3 0  

S E T T I N G  A N D  T R E N D S  
P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S  

 

7-58 

 
 

1990 which prohibited the use of septic systems in parts of the Chico 
Urban Area.  Since that time, the County and the City of Chico have 
taken several steps toward implementing the Nitrate Compliance Plan.  
In order to fund necessary sewer improvements within the Greater Chico 
Urban Area, the County and the City of Chico are currently applying 
for a loan from the State Revolving Loan Fund.  The applicant for the 
loan is a Joint Powers Financing Authority formed by the County of 
Butte and the Chico Redevelopment Agency.  If the loan is approved, the 
City of Chico will construct, own operate and maintain the sewer 
improvements.  

 
This sewer project is separated into six project phase areas.  One project phase 
area will begin construction every twelve to twenty four months once 
construction begins.  It is anticipated that the entire project will take 
approximately ten years to complete.  The project will construct sewer lines 
and individual laterals to 5,634 individual property lines.  In order to connect, 
individual property owners will be responsible for the abandonment of their 
septic tank and on-site sewer connection.  For more information on the 
Chico Urban Area Nitrate Compliance Plan, please visit 
http://www.buttecounty.net/cob/nitrate_plan.htm. 
 
 




