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Although preliminary model development has been completed, additional 
work will be needed to assess and refine the mapping.  Once complete, the 
GIS datasets will provide a more refined and spatially accurate means to assess 
development impacts on deer herds, identify areas where habitat restoration 
or other measures might be most critical, and incorporate updated empirical 
data and mapping of known deer herds.  It is expected that the study’s 
mapping will be finalized during late 2007, and will be used as a key input in 
determining final land use and policy direction for General Plan 2030. 
 
4. Important Wildlife Areas 
Important wildlife areas in Butte County are public lands that have been 
preserved for the benefit of wildlife.  Often these areas have a recreational or 
educational component as well.  These areas provide the essential habitat 
components of food, water, and shelter, as well as areas for breeding and 
nesting/rearing of young for wildlife.  Important wildlife areas in Butte 
County include Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve, Butte Creek Ecological 
Preserve, Lake Oroville State Recreation Area, Bidwell Park, Genetic 
Resource and Conservation Center, Gray Lodge Wildlife Area, Oroville 
Wildlife Area, Sacramento River Wildlife Area, and Sacramento River 
National Wildlife Refuge (see Figure 13-1).  A brief overview of each of these 
areas follows. 
 
a. Big Chico Creek and Butte Creek Ecological Preserves 
The Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve is located approximately 7 miles 
northeast of Chico, in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada.  The preserve is 
3,950 acres large and includes and protects 4.5 miles of Big Chico Creek.  
Habitats within the preserve include creek riffles and pools, riparian areas, 
oak woodlands, chaparral, pine forest, rock cliffs, and springs, which support 
more than 140 different wildlife species, including a number of listed species.58  
The Butte Creek Ecological Preserve is a 93-acre parcel located along the 
middle section of Butte Creek.  The preserve includes more than a mile of 

                                                         
58 Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve, no date.  Available: 

<http://www.csuchico.edu/bei/BCCER/include/aboutBccer/aboutIndex.html>.  
Accessed: January 12, 2007. 
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habitat along the creek, which provides critical salmon habitat and spawning 
grounds.59  The Research Foundation of California State University, Chico, 
operates both of these preserves through the Bidwell Environmental Institute.  
 
b. Lake Oroville State Recreation Area 
Lake Oroville, at the Lake Oroville State Recreation Area, is a manmade lake 
that was created when a 770-foot earthen dam was constructed within the 
Feather River.60  The lake contains various fish species, including catfish spp., 
crappie spp., bluegill, lake trout (Salvelinus namaycush), red eye bass 
(Micropterus coosae), largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides), smallmouth bass 
(Micropterus dolomieui), spotted bass (Micropterus punctulatus), and sturgeon 
(Acipenser sp.).61  The lake primarily functions as a recreation area but also 
provides habitat, water, and foraging opportunities for wildlife.  The 
recreation area includes the Feather River Fish Hatchery (previously 
discussed under “Biological Communities”).62  
 
c. Bidwell Park 
Bidwell Park is a city park that was established in 1905 through a donation of 
2,500 acres of land by Annie Bidwell.  Since it originated, the City of Chico 
has purchased additional land, making Bidwell Park one of the largest 
municipal parks in the country, totaling 3,670 acres.63  Five miles of Big 
Chico Creek flow through the park.  The park is divided into “Lower 
Bidwell Park” and “Upper Bidwell Park.”  Lower Bidwell Park is a flat area 
within the valley, and Upper Bidwell Park has steep, rocky terrain within the 
                                                         

59 Bidwell Environmental Institute, no date.  Butte Creek Ecological 
Preserve.  Available: <http://www.csuchico.edu/bei/BCER/bcer.html>.  Accessed:  
January 12, 2007. 

60 California State Parks, 2004.  Lake Oroville SRA.  Available: 
<http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=462>.  Accessed: January 16, 2007. 

61 Lake Oroville, no date.  Available: <http://www.lakeoroville.net/ 
fishing.htm>.  Accessed: January 16, 2007. 

62 California State Parks, 2004.  Lake Oroville SRA.  Available: 
<http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=462>.  Accessed: January 16, 2007. 

63 City of Chico, no date.  Bidwell Park.  Available: 
<http://www.chico.ca.us/parks/Bidwell_Park.asp>.  Accessed: January 12, 2007. 
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foothills of the Sierra Nevada.  Big Chico Creek within Lower Bidwell Park 
has a well-developed riparian forest along it, whereas in Upper Bidwell Park, 
the area along the creek is open and rocky.64  Bidwell Park contains various 
plant communities that provide habitat for a wide diversity of both native 
plant species and wildlife.  A number of special-status mammal, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, and fish species are known to occur in the park, and it provides 
habitat for many more special-status species.65 
 
d. Chico Genetic Resource and Conservation Center 
The Chico Genetic Resource and Conservation Center is 209 acres and is 
located in the City of Chico.  It began operations in 1917 as part of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Plant Introduction Station.  The center is 
owned and managed by the USDA Forest Service, Mendocino National 
Forest, and is an important part of reforestation efforts throughout the 
United States.  Native conifer seedlings that have been developed with the 
most desirable characteristics for growth, vigor, and disease resistance are 
grown at the center and then planted throughout the United States.  The 
center has a nature trail that meanders through a botanical area in Edgar 
Slough.  This area provides habitat for a number of wildlife species.66  Trees 
and plants at the center provide habitat for 200 species of birds, as well as 
resident snakes and mammals.67  

                                                         
64 Chico News & Review, 2001.  Bidwell Park: Jewel of Chico.  Visitor 

Guide.  Available: <http://www.newsreview.com/chico/ 
Content?oid=oid%3A6538>.  Accessed: January 22, 2007. 

65 California State University, Chico, Research Foundation, 2000.  A 
Resource Inventory of Upper Bidwell Park Expansion Area.  August.  Prepared for the 
City of Chico Parks Department.  Chico, CA.   

66 USDA Forest Service, 2005.  Mendocino National Forest: Genetic 
Resource and Conservation Center.  Available: 
<http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/mendocino/ aboutus/grcc/>.  Page reviewed: July 7, 
2005.  Accessed: January 12, 2007. 

67 USDA Forest Service, no date.  NatureWatch Viewing Sites: California: 
Chico Genetic Resource Center.  Available: <http://www.fs.fed.us/outdoors/ 
naturewatch/california/Botany-Wildlife/chico-resource-center/index.shtml>.  
Accessed: January 12, 2007. 
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e. Table Mountain 
Table Mountain is a plateau of ancient volcanic rock, located just north of 
Oroville.  The DFG owns a portion of Table Mountain and manages it as a 
wildlife area.  Most people know the area for its unique and spectacular spring 
wildflower display that occurs after vernal pools on the mountain have dried.  
Other habitats at Table Mountain include open grasslands, oak woodlands, 
vertical cliff faces, beds of angular volcanic cobble, and wetlands, which 
provide food, shelter and water for a number of animals, including reptiles, 
birds, and mammals.  Special-status birds that occur at the wildlife area 
include burrowing owl, peregrine falcon, Swainson’s hawk, and golden 
eagle.68  
 
f. Gray Lodge Wildlife Area 
The Gray Lodge Wildlife Area is a 9,100-acre wildlife preserve, located 
southwest of Gridley.  The wildlife area is managed by the DFG.  Its location 
along the Pacific Flyway provides habitat for many species of birds, including 
more than 1 million wintering waterfowl, as well as gulls, American white 
pelicans (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos), hawks, eagles, white-tailed kites, and 
owls, including burrowing owls.  Freshwater marsh is abundant within the 
refuge, supporting a diversity of wetland plants, invertebrates, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, water birds and mammals.  There are also about 600 
acres of riparian woodlands within the Gray Lodge Wildlife Area, providing 
habitat for aquatic and terrestrial species like the garter snake, great blue 
heron, ringtail (Bassariscus astutus) and river otter.69  
 

                                                         
68 Begley, E., 2000.  North Table Mountain: All of the beauty, majesty and 

wonder of California.  Outdoor California Magazine.  September–October.  
Available: <http://www.dfg.ca.gov/lands/articles/notablemt00.html>.  Accessed: 
January 12, 2007. 

69 California Department of Fish and Game, 2003.  Gray Lodge Wildlife 
Area.  Available:  <http://www.dfg.ca.gov/lands/wa/region2/graylodge/ 
index.html>.  Last revised: December 2003.  Accessed: January 15, 2007. 
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g. Oroville Wildlife Area  
The 11,870-acre Oroville Wildlife Area is located 5 miles west of Oroville   It 
was created subsequent to construction of the Oroville Reservoir to provide 
wildlife habitat as mitigation for construction of the Oroville Reservoir.  This 
artificial habitat was formed on dredge tailings along the Feather River and 
provides habitat for migrating waterfowl, shorebirds, and resident wildlife 
populations.  Wildlife habitats at the Oroville Wildlife Area include riparian 
forest bordered by 12 miles of river channel, as well as annual grassland, fresh 
emergent wetlands, and oak woodland.  The DFG owns and manages the 
Oroville Wildlife Area.70  
 
h. Sacramento River Wildlife Area  
The Sacramento River Wildlife Area is located along the Sacramento River 
between Highway 32 and the Glenn County–Colusa County line.  It consists 
of five units totaling 3,737 acres that are owned and managed by the DFG.  
Three of the units are located within or partially within Butte County.  
Habitats within the wildlife area include riparian woodland, meadows, and 
gravel bars.71  These lands were acquired to preserve, enhance, and restore 
Sacramento River riparian wetland habitats and to provide habitat for the 
wildlife species associated with the area, particularly threatened and 
endangered species.  
 
i. Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge  
The Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge (SRNWR) is one of five 
national wildlife refuges (and three wildlife management areas) that comprise 
the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge Complex, located approximately 90 
miles north of Sacramento.  The USFWS manages the SRNWR, some of 

                                                         
70 California Department of Fish and Game, 2006b.  Oroville Wildlife Area.  

Available: <http://www.dfg.ca.gov/lands/wa/region2/oroville.html>.  Accessed: 
January 16, 2007. 

71 California Department of Fish and Game, 2006c.  Sacramento River 
Wildlife Area.  Available: 
<http://www.dfg.ca.gov/lands/wa/region2/sacriver.html>.  Accessed: January 16, 
2007. 
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which is within Butte County.  Currently, the SNRWR is composed of 
approximately 10,000 acres of riparian habitat, wetlands, uplands, and 
intensively managed orchards along a 77-mile stretch of the Sacramento River 
between Red Bluff and Princeton.  Riparian habitat in the SNRWR is 
critically important for anadromous fish (including four runs of Chinook 
salmon), migratory birds, plants, and river-system health.  Animals found 
within the SNRWR include turtles, river otter, beaver, mountain lions (Felis 
concolor), American white pelicans, ospreys, and bank swallows.72  
 

                                                         
72  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, no date.  Sacramento River National 

Wildlife Refuge.  Available: <http://www.fws.gov/sacramentovalleyrefuges/ 
sacriver.htm>.  Accessed: January 16, 2007. 
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