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II EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report evaluates the three land use alternatives under consideration for 
Butte County General Plan 2030 with respect to the following issues: 

♦ Economics 
 Market Viability  
 Fiscal Impacts 
 Jobs/Housing Balance 

♦ Public Services 
 Fire and Emergency Services 
 Sheriff Services 
 Capacity of School Districts 

♦ Water 
 Water Supply 
 Groundwater Recharge Potential 

♦ Wastewater 

♦ Circulation 
 Proximity to Major Freeways/Major Roadways 
 Bicycle Circulation 
 Transit Service 

♦ Airport Compatibility Zone Conflicts 

♦ Potential Loss of Agricultural Land 

♦ Biological Resources 
 Special-Status Animal and Plant Species 
 Critical Habitat and Other Protected Lands 
 Sensitive Habitats 
 Deer Herd Habitat 

♦ Safety and Hazards 
 Fire Hazards 
 Flood Hazards 
 Geologic Hazards 

♦ Cultural Resources 
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The tables provided in this Executive Summary summarize the evaluation for 
each study area under the three alternatives.  Evaluation of each issue is scored 
on a four-point scale: A, B, C and D, with A being the highest possible score 
and D being the lowest.  In some cases, the issue is not relevant without 
development.  For example, whether or not a study area is located close to 
transit is not relevant if no new development would be located there.  
Therefore, alternatives that would not include any new development were 
assigned a “zero” for certain subtopics.   
 
The scoring criteria are provided in the following sections.  These criteria, as 
well as the methodology used in the evaluation, are also described in more 
detail in Appendix B. 
 
 
A. Economics 
 
1. Market Viability 

A The alternative has strong potential to absorb all planned development 
within the General Plan time horizon.   

B The alternative would likely experience solid demand for a substantial 
portion of the planned development, but might not be able to absorb 
100 percent during the General Plan time horizon 

C The alternative includes at least one land use that has significant 
questions in terms of absorption potential 

D There are significant questions about the absorption potential of the 
bulk of the planned development under the alternative. 

0 The alternative does not include any development, so absorption 
potential is not an issue. 
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2. Fiscal Impacts 

A The alternative has a realistic potential to generate significant fiscal 
surpluses. 

B The alternative has a realistic potential to generate some fiscal 
surpluses. 

C The alternative would be unlikely to generate significant surpluses or 
deficits, either because the fiscal impacts of development under the 
alternative would be basically neutral, or because the alternative does 
not include any new development. 

D The alternative is at risk of generating fiscal deficits. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
3. Jobs/Housing Balance 

A The alternative provides a significant number of new jobs in an area 
that needs jobs, a significant number or new homes in an area that 
needs homes, or maintains the jobs/housing balance of an area that 
currently has a balance. 

B The alternative provides a small number of new jobs in an area that 
needs jobs or a small number of new homes in an area that needs 
homes. 

C The alternative would somewhat exacerbate an existing imbalance in 
either jobs or housing in a particular area; OR 

 The alternative would add imbalanced development to an area that is 
currently balanced. 

D The alternative would significantly exacerbate an existing imbalance in 
either jobs or housing in a particular area; OR 

 The alternative would add extremely imbalanced development to an 
area that is currently balanced. 
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0 The alternative does not include any development, so the jobs/housing 
balance is not an issue. 

 
 
B. Public Services 
 
1. Fire and Emergency Services 

A  The alternative allows a minimal amount of new development, all of 
which would have adequate fire and emergency service levels. 

B  The alternative allows more than a minimal amount of new 
development, all of which would have adequate fire and emergency 
service levels; OR 

 The alternative allows a minimal amount of new development, a 
majority of which would have adequate service levels; OR 

 The alternative allows enough development to fund the construction 
and operation of a new fire station. 

C The alternative allows more than a minimal amount of new 
development, portions of which would not have adequate fire and 
emergency service levels; OR  

 The alternative allows a minimal amount of new development, all of 
which would not have adequate service levels. 

D The alternative allows more than a minimal amount of new 
development, the majority of which would not have adequate service 
levels. 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so fire and 
emergency services are not an issue. 
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2. Sheriff Services 

A  The study area has quick response times and the alternative allows only 
minimal new development that would not generate the need to hire a 
new officer. 

B The study area has quick response times and the alternative allows 
development that would generate the need to hire between one and 
five new officers. 

C The study area has quick response times and the alternative allows 
development that would generate the need to hire six or more new 
officers; OR  

 The study area has slow response times and the alternative allows 
development that would generate the need to hire five or less new 
officers. 

D The study area has slow response times and the alternative allows 
development that would generate the need to hire six or more new 
officers. 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so sheriff 
services are not an issue. 

 
3. Capacity of School Districts  

A  All of the students generated from the study area would be 
accommodated by the existing capacity of the school district(s) which 
serves the study area. 

B  All of the students generated from the study area would be 
accommodated by the planned capacity of the school district(s) that 
serves the study area.   

C There is no planned capacity for new students, but the study area 
would generate enough students to support the construction of new 
schools to accommodate those students. 
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D The study area would generate more students than the existing or 
planned capacity of the school district(s) that serves the study area, but 
not enough students to support the construction of new schools. 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so schools 
are not an issue. 

 
 
C. Water 
 
1. Water Supply 

A The alternative allows development within the district or sphere of 
influence of a water provider (except in and around the City of Chico). 

B The alternative allows development that would be located near a water 
provider (except in and around the City of Chico). 

C The alternative allows development of less than 500 units or 50 acres of 
retail/industrial uses, and does not have an identified water supply; OR  

 The alternative allows development near the City of Chico, where 
there is a known cone of groundwater depression. 

D The alternative allows development of more than 500 units or 50 acres 
of retail/industrial uses, and does not have an identified water supply. 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so water 
supply is not an issue. 

 
2. Groundwater Recharge Potential 

A There would be no new development under the alternative; OR  

 The alternative allows less than 500 new homes or 50 acres of 
retail/industrial uses in the Mountain Inventory Unit. 

B The alternative allows more than 500 new homes or 50 acres of 
retail/industrial uses in the Mountain Inventory Unit. 
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C The alternative allows less than 500 new homes or 50 acres of 
retail/industrial uses in the Valley or Foothill Inventory Units. 

D The alternative allows more than 500 new homes or 50 acres of 
retail/industrial uses in the Valley or Foothill Inventory Units.  

0 Not assigned. 

 

 
D. Wastewater 
 
A The alternative includes only urban levels of development that can be 

effectively served by sewers, adequate sewer capacity exists in the area, 
and the connection fees adequately cover the costs of providing sewer 
service. 

B  The alternative includes reasonably low levels of non-urban 
development that can effectively be served by septic; OR 

 The alternative includes only urban levels of development that can be 
effectively served by sewers, adequate sewer capacity exists in the area, 
but the connection fees do not adequately cover the costs of providing 
sewer service; OR 

 The alternative includes urban levels of development that can be 
effectively served by sewers, the developable area is adjacent to a sewer 
system with adequate capacity, and it appears that the development 
will create the ability to expand the sewer system; OR 

 The alternative includes urban levels of development that can be 
effectively served by sewers, and it appears that the development will 
create the ability to form a new sewer system. 

C The alternative includes urban levels of development that could 
conceivably be served by septic or package plants, but with difficulty; 
OR 
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  The alternative includes urban levels of development that can be 
effectively served by sewers, the developable area is adjacent to a sewer 
system with adequate capacity, but the development may not create the 
ability to expand the sewer system; 

 The alternative includes urban levels of development that can be 
effectively served by sewers, the developable area is in or adjacent to a 
sewer system, but the system may not have sufficient capacity to serve 
additional development. 

D The alternative includes urban levels of development that cannot 
effectively be served by septic (because it is too numerous or dense), 
nor with a sewer system (because densities are too low or total 
numbers are too small). 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so 
wastewater is not an issue. 

 

 
E. Circulation 
 
1. Proximity to Freeways and Major Roadways 

A The study area is located on or adjacent to a State highway or major 
roadway. 

B The study area is within ½ mile of a State highway or major roadway. 

C The study area is within 1 mile of a State highway or major roadway. 

D The study area is more than 1 mile of a State highway or major 
roadway. 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so 
roadway proximity is not an issue. 
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2. Bicycle Circulation 

A The study area is on or adjacent to an existing or planned bicycle 
facility and is located within 1 mile of an existing urban area. 

B The study area is on or adjacent to an existing bike facility but located 
beyond 1 mile of an existing urban area; OR 

 The study area is on or adjacent to a planned bike facility and located 
within 1 mile of an existing urban area. 

C The study area is on or adjacent to a planned bike facility and beyond 1 
mile of an existing urban area; OR 

 The study area is not on or adjacent to planned bicycle facility, but is 
within 1 mile of an existing urban area. 

D The study area is not on or adjacent to an existing or planned bike 
facility, and it is located more than 1 mile from an existing urban area. 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so bicycle 
facilities are not an issue. 

 
3. Transit Service 

A The study area is located on or adjacent an existing transit route. 

B The study area is within ¼ mile of an existing transit route. 

C The study area is within ½ mile of an existing transit route. 

D The study area is more than ½ mile of an existing transit route. 

0 There would be no new development under the alternative, so transit 
access is not an issue. 
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F. Airport Compatibility Zone Conflicts 
 
A Study area is located within Airport Land Use Compatibility Zones, 

and land uses would be consistent with the Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan; OR  

 Study area is not located within an Airport Land Use Compatibility 
Zone. 

C Study area is located within Airport Land Use Compatibility Zones, 
and a portion of the alternative would not be consistent with the 
Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan. 

D Study area is located within Airport Land Use Compatibility Zones, 
and the entire alternative would not be consistent with the Airport 
Land Use Compatibility Plan. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
 
G. Potential Loss of Agricultural Land 
 
A The study area is located outside of an important farmland area; OR 

 The alternative does not include any development. 

B There is important farmland within or adjacent to the study area, but 
development would avoid the important farmland. 

C The alternative would allow 1 to 49 acres of Prime Farmland and/or 
Farmland of Statewide Significance to be developed, or would allow 1 
to 99 acres of Grazing Land to be developed; OR 

 The alternative would allow the conversion of Prime Farmland, 
Farmland of Statewide Significance or Grazing Land within the North 
Chico Specific Plan area, which has been identified as a development 
area. 
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D The alternative would allow 50 or more acres of Prime Farmland 
and/or Farmland of Statewide Significance to be developed, or would 
allow 100 or more acres of Grazing Land to be developed. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
 
H. Biological Resources 
 
1. Special-Status Plants and Animals  

A The study area has no known occurrences of special-status species. 

B There are special-status species in the study area, but development 
could be configured to avoid all known occurrences of special-status 
species. 

C Development would occur in an area with potential habitat for special-
status species, and likely could not be configured to avoid that 
potential habitat; OR 

 Agriculture or resource conservation uses would occur in an area with 
known occurrences of special-status species. 

D Development would occur in an area with known occurrences of 
special-status species. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
2. Critical Habitat and Other Protected Lands  

A The study area does not include Critical Habitat or other protected 
lands. 

B The study area includes Critical Habitat or other protected lands, but 
development would preserve all existing Critical Habitat or other 
protected lands. 

C Development would occur on a small amount of Critical Habitat or 
other protected lands; OR 
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 Agriculture or resource conservation uses would occur on Critical 
Habitat or other protected lands. 

D Development would occur on a substantial amount of Critical Habitat 
or other protected lands. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
3. Sensitive Habitat   

A The study area does not include sensitive habitat. 

B The study area includes areas of sensitive habitat, but development 
would preserve all sensitive habitats. 

C Development would occur on a small area of sensitive habitats; OR 

 Agriculture or resource conservation uses would occur on sensitive 
habitat areas. 

D Development would occur on a substantial area of sensitive habitats. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
4. Deer Herd Habitat   

A The study area does not include any deer range habitat, OR  

 The alternative allows only non-timber agricultural uses. 

B The study area includes areas of deer range habitat, but development 
would preserve all deer range habitat. 

C Development, timber operations, or resource conservation uses would 
occur on Intermediate or Winter Range deer habitat. 

D Development, timber operations, or resource conservation uses would 
occur on Critical Winter Range deer habitat. 

0 Not assigned. 
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I. Safety and Hazards 
 
1. Fire Hazards 

A The study area is located outside of a high or very high fire hazard area; 
OR 

 The alternative does not include any development. 

B The study area includes a high or very high fire hazard area, but 
development would avoid the fire hazard area. 

C The alternative would allow 1 to 24 acres of development in a very 
high fire severity area, or 1 to 49 acres of development in a high fire 
severity area.  

D The alternative would allow 25 or more acres of development in a very 
high fire severity area, or 50 or more acres of development in a high 
fire severity area. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
2. Flood Hazards 

A The study area is outside of a FEMA floodplain; OR 

 The alternative does not include any development. 

B The study area includes a FEMA floodplain, but development would 
avoid the floodplain. 

C The alternative would allow 1 to 24 acres of development in a 100-year 
floodplain, or 1 to 49 acres of development in a 500-year floodplain.  

D The alternative would allow 25 or more acres of development in a 100-
year floodplain, or 50 or more acres of development in 100-year and 
500-year floodplains. 

0 Not assigned. 
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3. Geologic Hazards 

A The study area is outside of a geologic hazard area,; OR 

 The alternative does not include any development. 

B The study area includes a geologic hazard area, but development would 
avoid it; OR 

 The alternative would allow development on or near a Pre-Quaternary 
fault.  (Pre-Quaternary faults do not show any evidence of 
displacement in the last 1.6 million years and therefore are not 
considered to present a high risk of fault rupture.) 

C The alternative would allow 1 to 99 acres of development in a very 
highly constrained geologic hazard area, or 1 to 199 acres of 
development in a highly constrained geologic hazard area.  

D The alternative would allow 100 or more acres of development in a 
very highly constrained geologic hazard area, 200 or more acres of 
development in a highly constrained geologic hazard area, or any 
development on or near the Cleveland Hills fault. 

0 Not assigned. 
 
 
J. Cultural Resources 
 
A The alternative includes only Resource Conservation uses; OR 

 The alternative includes only an agriculture designation that would 
likely be used for grazing, which has little impacts on cultural 
resources. 

B The alternative includes only rural residential or very low density 
residential development, which could likely be configured to avoid 
impacts to cultural resources; OR 
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 The alternative includes only an agriculture designation that would 
likely be used for timber, which can be harvested in a way that avoids 
impacts to cultural resources, OR 

 The alternative includes development or agricultural cultivation in:  
♦ Up to 30 percent of a medium-sensitivity area 
♦ Up to 50 percent of a low-sensitivity area 

C The alternative includes development or agricultural cultivation in:  
♦ Up to 50 percent of a high-sensitivity area 
♦ 31 to 60 percent of a medium-sensitivity area 
♦ 51 to 70 percent of a low-sensitivity area 

D The alternative includes development or agricultural cultivation in:  
♦ Over 50 percent of a high-sensitivity area 
♦ Over 60 percent of a medium-sensitivity area 
♦ Over 70 percent of a low-sensitivity area 

0  Not assigned.  
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